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Simon Ailes serves up a feast at the Lee Memorial Hall
Centenary celebration luncH - Full report inside

Photo courtesy of John Scarrott
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We offer organic, vegetarian, vegan,
gluten free ethically sourced
foods, suitable for a wide
range of dietary
requirements.

Come and take a look at
our well stocked cake
decorating corner, tower
of flour and wall of tea.

We have an extensive range
of supplements and
vitamins, aromatherapy oils,
cleaning products, chilled and
frozen (vegan and vegetarian).

Personal care, local honey,
a large range of herbs and
spices, fresh coffee beans
and much much more for
a happy healthy lifestyle.

16 High Street
Ilfracombe

Devon
EX34 9DF

01271 863 558

Facebook: HappyWholefoods

Instagram: HappyWholefoods Ilfracombe



We have not had
information about any new
arrivals since the last
edition, but, sadly,Audrey
Beer fromWhitestone
Cottages died on 3
September. Her funeral
took place in St Matthew’s

Church on 21 September. Our condolences go out to
David and all the family. There will be a full tribute to
Audrey in the next edition of the Lee & Link’em News.

It is always good to welcome newcomers to the village
and the next edition is not too late! So, please, if you
would like to be included in the next edition, contact
one of the editorial team on ian@leedevon.co.uk and
we can have a conversation about what to include.
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FIRST AID REQUIRED?

Call Bill atThe Grampus Inn (with
onsite defibrillator) on 01271 862 906

Greetings and farewells

Lee W.I. Programme

On the 12th October Captain Georgina Carlo-Paat will be
talking about Life as a Harbour Master in Ifracombe.

November 9th, Nick or Helen Pedlar will discussing Four
Candles or Fork Handles.

December 14th we will have Christmas poetry, games and
mulled wine.

All visitors are welcome, come and meet us and have an
enjoyable evening. Meetings starts at 7.30 with a short
business time.

Margaret Bannister



I am very pleased to confirm that the Rev Susan
Oldham started her role as part-timeVicar of
Woolacombe, Mortehoe and Lee on 11th September as
previously announced.All of us at Lee are delighted that
Susan is now with us and has taken some services,
including the recent Harvest Festival, but also, sadly,
Audrey Beer’s funeral.Whilst it is good that we have a
Vicar again, it needs to be emphasised again that the
post across all 3 parishes is only part-time of two days
(normallyTuesday andWednesday) plus Sunday services.

Looking back at my report in the summer edition, I
mentioned the very great help that RevAnn Lewis was
giving the church during the time without aVicar.Ann’s
valuable help has continued as, in her role as associate
priest, she continued to take most communion services
as well as helping in other ways. She successfully
combined these tasks with her vital and continuing role
as running the Ilfracombe Food Bank.

AlthoughAnn and now Susan take the communion
services, once a month a number of us plan and take a
more informal non-communion service. I mentioned
last time the highly successful service and refreshments
on Mothering Sunday and the planned service on the
beach on Sea Sunday in July.That was also very
successful.We were blessed with lovely weather after
several days of wind and rain. But the sea was calm, the
sun shone and the tide was steadily coming in but not
too fast! Including a few visitors, we had a good number
to celebrate the sea and those who sail the seas.We have
had other non-communion services on the second
Sunday of each month and the next one will be on
Remembrance Sunday on November 12th. It is always a

fine occasion culminating in the two minute silence and
the reading of the 18 names on theWar Memorial after
we have gone outside. Full details of the arrangements
will be announced nearer the date, but everyone is
invited to attend the service in the church and at the
memorial or just to come to the memorial.
Refreshments will be served in the hall after the
ceremony.

It seems too early to be writing about Christmas but this
is the last L & L News before then.We are planning two
specific events over the Christmas period. Full details
will be announced in due course, but the first will take
place early evening onTuesday 19th December. Readers
may remember that, two years ago and in response to
Covid concerns, we held a moving outdoor carol event
starting outside the church and hall before moving
down to the Old Post Office singing as we walked.After
some carols there, we returned to the hall car park.This
was highly successful and much enjoyed so we decided
to do the same last year. But the weather had other
ideas! It was a dreadfully wet and windy night. So we
went into the church to enjoy singing many carols
before moving across the road to the hall to enjoy
refreshments kindly laid on by the hall committee.We
haven’t decided on the format this year yet but please
put the date in your diaries.Then on Christmas Eve at
10.00 pm there will be a traditional communion service
with the singing of familiar carols led by the choir.
Again, further details later, but put the date in your
diaries.

Whilst special occasions are opportunities to welcome
everyone including those who are not regular attenders,
anyone is assured of a warm welcome at any service.
The normal Sunday arrangement is for a service with
hymns and including communion for those who wish at
8.45 am. But, on the second Sunday in the month, the
service is a more informal non-communion service at
10.00 am. However, there is a notice on the outside
notice board and in the church porch that gives details
of the next Sunday’s service.

Ian Stuart, Churchwarden
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News from St. Matthew’s Church



Lee Memorial Hall has seen a variety of events these
past three months.These events included:

Lee Memorial Hall Centenary Exhibition

Thank you to Matt Dearden and SimonAiles who did a
fantastic job in creating an outstanding photo exhibition
about the past 100 years of Lee Memorial Hall and the
village.

Lee Memorial Hall Centenary Celebration

The hall’s Pixie Meadow hosted a Celebration Lunch
with music and games to mark the historic event.

Flower Show

We had the annual Flower Show for the first time since
2019, which was well attended.

Arts & Crafts Fair

TheArts & Crafts Fair from 29th July to 6th August
2023 was a big success with lots of local talent.

Hall Events

Regular events include:

� Watercolour workshop (once a month on a
Wednesday)

� WI Meeting (secondThursday of the month)

(Please see theVillage Hall notice board for more
details)

We have also started to have regular committee
meetings including:

� Lee and Lincombe Residents Association
(minutes can be found here: leeandlincombe.org.uk)

� Lee Memorial Hall Committee Meetings

Some upcoming events include:

� Quiz night on 14th October 2023

(Please note that these events will be advertised closer
to the time and the dates may change).

It is clear that the Lee Memorial Hall continues to be an
important community resource, and it’s events like
these that bring the community together and help to
keep the hall at the heart of the community.

The hall is available for hire by both community groups
and private individuals, so if you are looking for a venue
for your next event, please consider the Lee Memorial
Hall.

Martha Scarrott

AUTUMN 2023LEE & LINK’EM NEWS

Lee Memorial Hall update

It was a momentous year for the Flower Show – its first year
back since Covid! Since its inception in the 1930s, the Flower
Show persevered throughWorldWar II and remained a
constant in theVillage for around 80 years until 2020. So, it
was with delight we managed to bring it back for 2023.

And what a Flower Show it was!We thankfully had more
entries than we anticipated for our first year back, the tables
almost broke under the weight of cakes and bakes!We had
potted plants, and cut flowers and floral displays, and of
course the handicraft section filled with an assortment of
paintings and objects.

We didn’t have the best turnout for our Chairman’s Choice
Fuchsias but that was to be expected, given the weather we

were having through the summer, we’d heard the fuchsias
weren’t in the best condition. Never mind, there is always
next year.

We wanted to say a big thank you to everyone who took part,
and hope we’ve whetted the appetite of any aspiring entrants
for next year.

We’re also looking for new committee members to help
organise next year’s Flower Show – we’re a lovely committee
if I do say so myself.We only meet once every 2-3 months,
with tea and cake!What’s not to like about that? If you’re
interested please make contact with
leevillageflowershow@gmail.com.

Martha Scarrott

LEE Flower Show Report
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The centenary celebrations of the Memorial Hall
presented an opportunity to reflect not just on the
bricks and mortar, but on the changing face of Lee and
Lincombe over the last 100 years.

With the Hall at the centre of community life, it felt like
a natural fit to use it to host an exhibition which looked
at some of the people from the past, the places they
knew and we have in common and how life has changed
– and stayed the same.

The exhibition which was brought together was based
around the rich array of photographs, postcards,
pictures and artwork which exists – reflecting not just
the visual beauty of ‘FuchsiaValley’ and the bay, but the

buildings and homes which blend so naturally with their
setting.

The aim of the exhibition was to use these images to
present a different perspective; to take images – or
equally views – which are familiar and invite the viewer
to see them anew.

This was achieved primarily by blowing-up a wide range
of photos and postcards which reflected a time and
place around which the history of the village could be
explored. In this process it was remarkable just how
much more came to life by the simple fact that, in the
enlargement, more detail appeared.

From signs to faces, elements which had been hidden
for decades leapt forward and into the present and it
was telling that so many local visitors had cause to say “I
never realised…”

‘The Residents’ Preview’ was very well-attended (over
80 people) and many of us returned more than once to
look again at items, to spend some time sharing insights,
reading some highlights from Lee & Link’em News back
issues or enjoying the atmosphere of the hall and the
exhibition with tea and delicious cake with friends.

A pleasant surprise was how many visitors from beyond
the villages dropped in and shared their own memories
or connections with Lee Bay. It was nice to be
reminded that this is a special place for so many beyond
our neighbours (and how lucky we are to call it home).

For those of us who helped organise the event, it was a
fascinating education which would not have been

A View Through Time - 100 years of Lee Memorial Hall
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possible without the generosity and help of residents
who have, over many years, taken care to ensure items
relating to the villages are collected and kept in good
care. They deserve our thanks – for entrusting
irreplaceable, unique items to us – and for acting as
custodians for so much rich history.

Among many highlights were:

Beautiful watercolours – twice as old as the Memorial
Hall – which are of views so familiar whilst reflecting
changes to some of the most recognisable buildings in
Lee.

Stories of how the well at Chapel Cottage – centuries
old – continues to throw up surprises.

Of how ruins of buildings around the village can still be
seen, overgrown but surprisingly preserved.

Tales of wartime exploits by family and friends – from
Spitfire fly-overs to globe-trotting postings and
returning home.

Extraordinary photographs not seen for years –
publicity shots of the old Lee Bay Hotel (when it was
the ‘Manor Hotel’) or storm damage to the sea wall;
Victorian coastguards keeping watch over the bay and
the number of thatch properties (theWhite House and
the old Manor House – site of the hotel) or – less easy
to comprehend! – properties once slate, now thatched
(Rose Cottage).

Thanks you to everyone who came along, who were so
positive and full of encouragement; to those who
contributed items or shared memories. Although the

event was intended to bring people together rather than
as a fundraiser, it was gratifying that donations received
contributed over £400 to Hall funds - to go a little way
to helping ensure it has a bright 100 years to come.

SimonAiles & Matt Dearden

A View Through Time - 100 years of Lee Memorial Hall, contd.

The Old Schoolroom Craft Gallery

Contemporary and Traditional

local arts and crafts

Shop online www.wildcoast.co.uk

Follow on Facebook to keep up to date with
upcoming craft workshops and events



A few days before theVillage Lunch to conclude the
centenary celebrations of the Memorial Hall, a visitor
remarked “A September outdoor lunch event in North
Devon – what could possibly go wrong?”

As it turned out, a lot could, but not a lot did. If
anything, it was almost too hot!

With 80 friends, families and neighbours turning out for
the event, there was a fun, relaxed energy in the Pixie
Meadow. Tables decked with red and white gingham,

draped with bunting were soon filled with great food,
good wines – and good company!

Laughter and chatter were accompanied by some
fantastic music – jazz on a quintessential English
Summer’s afternoon with an honesty bar and lavish food
proved a great mix. Some fantastic outfits finished off
the scene. Passers-by might have wondered if they had
stepped back 100 years; do people really do this any
more?

They do in Lee & Lincombe.

For those 80+ to the under 8s, there was much to enjoy
– the food, the music, the games. A moment of
reflection for those in whose memory the Hall was built
was a suitable pause in the fun.

An event like this serves to bring neighbours together,
for introductions to be made and for experiences to be
shared. Exactly the purpose of the Hall itself.

Thank you to those who contributed to the planning,
the set-up, coming along and – of course – the clear
down. Remarkable how quickly everything was put
right with so many helping hands. Do people really
volunteer to wash up and tidy away?

They do in Lee & Lincombe – and thank you for it.

LyndonWorrall
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Memorial Hall Centenary Celebration Lunch - REPORT 1/2
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From the midst of the cloudy, rainy summer months,
the sun came out to shine on the 9th September for our
Centenary Celebration.A 100 years ago the Lee
Memorial Hall was built by the local villagers of Lee and
Lincombe in honour and memoriam to those men who
lost their lives in the GreatWar.Throughout those
hundred years to the present day, the hall has remained a
vital part of our community, the heart of the valley, and
a monument worth rejoicing.

It was a touching celebration, organised by the Hall
Committee, which commenced with a speech by Hall
Chair, LyndonWorrall.Attendees were given the
opportunity to pause for a moment in remembrance of
those who gave their lives. Following this, the
celebration commenced in full swing with a delicious
meal prepared by SimonAiles, Lyndon and friends,
accompanied by the majestic music of the Footloose
Four Jazz band.After food, there were some very fun
(and more difficult than anticipated!) vintage games.

Mid-afternoon a mini-competition broke out – Ladies
vs. Lords – to this day, I still can’t remember who won!

We would like to say a big thank you to the organisers
and helpers of this event, who gave us the chance to
come together in remembrance and good spirits as the
wonderful village community we are.

And we’d also like to say a massive thank you to all the
local residents and friends who came to join us –
everyone was indeed dressed to impress!

Martha Scarrott

Memorial Hall Centenary Celebration Lunch - REPORT 2/2
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Our annual Arts & Crafts Fair took place this year for nine
days, from Saturday 29th July to Sunday 6th August, with a
fantastic array of beautiful locally created arts and crafts.

Our crafters didn’t disappoint - we had twenty having their
own display, all bringing beautiful work and taking their turn
in sitting in on the sales table, and five local crafters who
shared the community table.There was a huge variety of
crafts including colourful stained glass decorations and
handmade glass ornaments, hand stitched pictures, funky
earrings and necklaces, handcrafted jewellery made with
semi-precious gemstones, a new exhibitor showcasing
handmade jewellery created from recycled silver, beautiful

needlework and patchwork, artwork by several local artists
including woodcuts, lino prints and watercolours, ceramics,
woodcraft including a wonderful table, metal work, organic
knitting wool and kits and much more so something for
everyone. There was also a beautiful handmade quilt as first
prize in the grand draw as well as many other items kindly
donated by some of the exhibitors.

Every day there was a tempting spread of homemade cakes to
be enjoyed with a cup of tea or coffee providing the
opportunity to take a break after shopping!

There are many people involved in organising and running
this event so a hugeTHANKYOU to everyone who played a
part as without all of our artists, crafters, bakers, kitchen
helpers and everyone else who helped it would not be
possible to hold the fair which, this year, raised a fantastic
£2255 towards maintaining our lovely Memorial Hall. Also
‘thank you’ to everyone who visited the fair - during the nine
days we welcomed 791 visitors!

LeeArts and Crafts Committee

ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR

Lee Chapel
(sleeps 5)

Schoolhouse
(sleeps 2)

LEE CHAPEL & SCHOOLHOUSE

Charming contemporary
self catering accommodation.

A real home from home, in a
tranquil setting with private
parking in beautiful Lee Bay.

www.visitleechapel.co.ukvisitleechapel@gmail.com
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ARTS & CRAFTS FAIR, contd.
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On a sunny day in August we held a fun afternoon with the
well-knownTerry Moule and his amazing ferrets!Terry
travels around Devon to many of the big country fairs with
his ferrets so coming to Lee was quite a different venue for
him.

He arrived with his precious cargo and set up all of the
colourful runs and then the gate opened at 1pm and
visitors were invited to place their bets with the first race
starting at around 1.45pm.

While waiting for the racing to begin there was a
refreshments tent serving cider, beer and other tempting

beverages as well as soft drinks and snacks and a tasty BBQ
serving burgers throughout the afternoon.

Before each race beganTerry chose some little helpers
from the audience and whenTerry blew his whistle they
had to lift the cage trap doors up and the ferrets raced
through the coloured pipes with everyone cheering and
shouting to encourage the ferret they had backed to be the
winner of the race.The winning ferret had to come out of
its run completely including its tail!

FERRET RACING IN PIXIE MEADOW
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Terry then had the job of catching each of his ferrets and
pop them back into their basket before selecting five
different ferrets ready for the next race.This caused some
amusement as of course the ferrets were enjoying a bit of
freedom butTerry is such an expert that none of them
escaped into the meadow!

So the afternoon continued with those whose ferret had
won its race collecting their winnings.There was also an
opportunity to name a ferret and sponsor a race and
certificates were duly awarded to the sponsors and those
who had named a winning ferret.

So a hugeTHANKYOU toTerry Moule and his amazing
ferrets and to everyone involved in the event, and of
course not forgetting all of our lovely locals and visitors
who came along and supported us.We hope you all
enjoyed your afternoon.

Lee Memorial HallTrustees, with photos from Edna
Thompson

FERRET RACING IN PIXIE MEADOW, contd.
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Middle Campscott Farm
ORGANIC, SUSTAINABLY FARMED AND GRASS FED

Organic Knitting Wool

Blankets & Throws from our sheep’s wool

Knitting Kits

Ruby Devon Beef

Hogget Lamb

Organic Sheepskins

Karen & Lawrence Wright
01271 864 621

farm@middlecampscott.co.uk

Farm gate sales or free local deliveries for orders over £15.00

I am delighted to announce the next night of music to be held
in Lee Memorial Hall. It will be held on Saturday 11th
November, doors opening at 7.00pm for a 7.30 start.

I have been fortunate to secure two fine groups of musicians
for your enjoyment.The evening is being headlined by
‘Nothing ButTreble’, a 3 piece close harmony band (plus
token male accompaniment on guitar), who sing not only
accompanied but also a cappella. If you came to the Sea
Ilfracombe Maritime Festival you would have listened to
them on the Sunday afternoon, if not then you have a treat in
store.

The evening starts with music from‘Mary & the Medics’, a
trio formed about 18 months ago, with Mary on lead vocals
and occasional ukulele, Syd on guitar and backing vocals, and
Steve on tenor sax and flute. Expect all genres from pop and
folk to tunes fromThe Great American Songbook, jazz, blues
and folk idioms played and given an unconventional slant
from the unusual mix of instruments and voices.

The event, as per usual, is on a ‘bring your own refreshments’
basis.Tickets are £15 and available from 18th October. Please
contact me on (01271) 862975 to place your order.

We will be supporting, once again, our local Ukrainian
families here in North Devon, via the PickwellTrust who we
hope will be present on the evening to give us a update and
receive the proceeds.

If you are unable to attend the evening but wish to contribute
special arrangements can be made to relieve you of any
excess cash (or cheque!). Please help by spreading the word
to make sure that the evening is successful, I look forward to
seeing you all on the night.Thank you.

Paul Jaggers

Music night, in aid of local Ukrainian families
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Our thrice-yearly newsletter is delivered free to residents, and available to buy at 75p fromThe Grampus Inn
orThe Old Schoolroom Craft Gallery & Gift Shop.

We offer UK postal annual subscription (3 issues) too, delivered to your door for £6 per year.
If you would like to subscribe, please contact the editors.

Thanks to sponsors, the Lee & Link’em News continues to be freely available online to read and/or download.
Please visit www.leebay.co.uk and follow the links.

Editorial team Ian & Cynthia Stuart 01271 863396 / ian@leedevon.co.uk
Gina-Luisa Groce gina@loveleebay.co.uk
Heather Booker advertise@loveleebay.co.uk

Production Ian & Cynthia Stuart Advertising Heather Booker

Delivery teams Many thanks to our delivery teams. If you would like to help with delivering the News,
one of the editorial team would be delighted to hear from you.

Lee & Link'Em News INFORMATION AND CONTACT DETAILS

The Lee & Lincombe Residents’Association continues
to maintain an active interest in the hotel site
development.

In February 2023,Acorn Blue received planning
permission for the “Part demolition & conversion,
extension & alteration of existing hotel to form 17
No. dwellings; erection of 4 No. homes, erection of
cafe facilities and associated works, landscaping,
drainage & highway works.” However, this approval
was subject to 26 conditions being met, with no
development permitted to commence until five key
ones had been completed.

One of these conditions relates to the approval of a Construction Environment Management Plan (CEMP). This
document covers a range of topics related to the way the development proceeds and its impact both on and off the
site.

Since August, the LLRA has been involved in reviewing the draft CEMP document and has encouraged members of
the community to assist in this.

A number of concerns have been raised by the LLRA, with the three main ones being traffic management over the
duration of the project, the impact increased traffic may have on the condition of the roads, and formalising liaison
between the developer and the LLRA.

At the time of writing, the CEMP is still to be approved, but informal channels of communication between the
developer, planning officers and the LLRA have been established and are so far working.

The LLRA plans to keep the community informed by regular postings on ‘The Fuchsia List’ email mailing list. If you
do not already subscribe and would like to, then please contact residents@leedevon.co.uk to register.

Alan Bannister

LEE Bay Hotel update
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Village Services
pub. The Grampus Inn - thegrampusinn.co.uk - Bill Harvey (01271) 862 906

shop. The Old Schoolroom Craft Gallery & Gift Shop - www.wildcoast.co.uk - LouiseThompson (01271) 864 067

hall. Lee Memorial Hall - www.leememorialhall.co.uk - for hire: email Jo Mitchell leevillagehall@gmail.com

veg. Amary Farm - Organic Market Garden - Zoe Davis 07368 339 387

Bed & Breakfast
1. Shaftsboro Farm - www.shaftsboro.co.uk - Margaret Kift (01271) 865 029

Self Catering (max. per unit)

A. Lincombe House (2,6,5) - www.lincombehouse.co.uk - Richenda S Carter (01271) 864 834

B. Chapel Cottage on Beach Lane (9) - www.chapelcottagelee.co.uk - Ginny Potts (01271) 867 212

C. Lower Campscott Farm (3,4,4,4,5,6,6,8) - www.lowercampscott.co.uk - Kathy &Tony Mortimer (01271) 863 479

D. QuayWest (12) - woolacombe-cottages.co.uk/property/quay-west - AlexWallace 07779 620 773

E. Beach House (9) - ginnypotts@hotmail.com - Ginny Potts (01271) 867 212

F. Shaftsboro Farm - www.shaftsboro.co.uk - Margaret Kift 07860 800 157

G. Advertise here - just £3 per year! Contact us

H. Lee Chapel (5) & School House (2), combined (7) - www.visitleechapel.co.uk - Ginny Potts (01271) 867 212

J. Advertise here - just £3 per year! Contact us

K. The OldVicarage (15) - www.theoldvicaragelee.com -Amanda Robertson 07973 963 887

L. Millfield (6) - www.millfieldcottage.co.uk - Louise Morris bookings@millfieldcottage.co.uk

The opinions expressed by authors of the articles in the Lee & Link’em News are not speci�cally endorsed by the editorial team which cannot be held responsible for them.

Spring 2024 Issue Deadline - 01 February 2024
Articles typed in an email or DOC format and emailed to gina@loveleebay.co.uk. No CDs, disks, drives or handwriting please.

ALLADVERTISING MUST BE PAID FOR BEFORETHE COPY DEADLINE OR ITWILL NOTAPPEAR.

Lee & Lincombe Accommodation & Services Guide

MAP SHOWS GENERAL LOCATIONS ONLY

Kshop


