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LEE AND LINCOMBE – F UTURE D ATES
Saturday 8 March 12 noon
Saturday 15 March 7.00pm
Saturday 22 - Sunday 23 March
Sunday 30 March 8.45am
Late March onwards
Monday 14 April 7.30pm
Friday 18 April 2.00pm
Sunday 20 April 9.00am
Monday 21 April 10.30am
Monday 28 April 7.30pm
Monday 5 May 10.30am
Saturday 17 May 7.30pm
Tuesday 20 May 7.30pm
Thursday 22 May 7am – 10pm
Monday 26 May 2.00pm
Monday 26 May 1.15 and 3.15pm
Thursday 31 July 2.00pm
Sat 2 Aug – Sun 17 August
Sunday 28 September 6.30pm

2nd & 4th Thursdays 10am – 1pm
Fortnightly Wed & Thurs 10am-4pm
2nd Wednesday 10 am – 4pm
1st & 3rd Mondays
(except during school holidays)
Wednesday evenings
Friday evenings from 8.00pm
3rd Sunday every month
Monday evenings (24 Feb, 24 Mar,
28 Apr, 19 May, 23 Jun)

FOR

2014

Official re-opening of Hall following major heating and insulation project.
All welcome; drinks and light refreshments – Memorial Hall
‘The Land’s End Tour’: Music by Patrick Duff – The Yoga Barn, Lincombe
(promoted by Beaford Arts* – tickets from Alex Giffoni 866743).
Shaker box making workshop - The Grampus Inn
(Numbers very limited, please book early.)
Mothering Sunday service – St Matthew’s Church with breakfast in the
Memorial Hall afterwards
Old Schoolroom Craft Shop opens for the season in time for Easter.
Check with Louise Thompson (864067) for exact opening times.
Annual General Meeting of Lee Memorial Hall – Memorial Hall
Good Friday service – St Matthew’s Church
Easter Sunday Communion Service with choir and festive music
– St Matthew’s Church
Easter coffee morning, Hot cross buns, cakes, etc. – Memorial Hall
St Matthew’s Church Annual Parochial Meeting – Memorial Hall
Flower Show Coffee Morning and Plant Sale – Memorial Hall
‘Death & Treason, Rhyme & Reason’:
Music/Theatre by the Twisted Theatre Company – Memorial Hall.
(promoted by Beaford Arts* – tickets from Kate Madden 865591).
Lee and Lincombe Residents’ Association AGM – Memorial Hall (Eric
Couling 863257)
Elections for the European Parliament – Memorial Hall
Spring Fayre – Memorial Hall and Meadow
To complement the Spring Fayre ‘The Boy Who Fell in Love with the Stars’:
Children’s Theatre with White Hippo Productions – St Matthew’s Church.
(promoted by Beaford Arts* – tickets from Alan Bannister 863093).
Flower Show – Memorial Hall
Arts and Crafts Exhibition – Memorial Hall
Harvest Festival Service
– St Matthew’s Church followed by Harvest Supper in Memorial Hall
‘Mini-Monsters’ – Memorial Hall
(Check dates and contact Susan Holland 07929 584 199)
Patchwork and Quilters groups – Memorial Hall (Margaret Hill 864257)
Art Class – Memorial Hall (Brenda Keeble 863367)
New: Craft evenings - The Grampus Inn
Bring your individual interest along & join like-minded people
Games evenings at the Grampus
Open mic nights at the Grampus
Acoustic music session with Ian Hudson - The Grampus Inn
Agnostics Anonymous - The Grampus Inn
Entertaining wide-ranging discussion group led by Giles King-Smith
* See posters or Beaford Arts website for details.

If you would like anything included in the next edition, please contact a member of the editorial team.
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There has been much sadness in the village over the last 6 months as there have been 6 deaths – all men. This
is an extremely high number in our small community of less than 200 people. In the last edition, we paid
tribute to Eric Holmes who died in mid-August and reported the death of Lionel Hill who died on 5
October, just as the last edition was about to be printed. A tribute to Lionel appears elsewhere in this
edition. Later that month, on 26 October, Denny Booker died, 5 days after his 91st birthday. A tribute to
Denny also appears in this edition.
In December 2013, the death occurred of Robin Lawson. Robin had only lived in the
village a short time and was not well known. However, he endeared himself to those
who did know him, especially the residents of the Grange where Robin had a flat. Robin was a highly cultured
gentleman with a background in classical languages and was trained as a chartered accountant. He was always an
optimist, seeing the bright side and never complaining. He compiled many crosswords and spent time in his
retirement writing novels though fame and fortune eluded him! He was once a contestant on Countdown and
only narrowly lost on the conundrum! He produced many plays as part of his love of amateur dramatics and had owned several
racehorses – an eclectic mix of many talents in a man of great dignity and humour.
Then, on 15 January, Alf Keeble of the Quentles died in North Devon Hospice. St Matthew’s Church was full for
his memorial service on 28 January. Alf and Brenda moved to Lincombe 19 years ago and both have been fully
involved in village life since then. A tribute to Alf will appear in the next edition of the Lee & Link’em News.
Finally, as this edition of the News is being put together, the death has occurred in hospital on 31 January of Les
Knott of Wayside. In his mid- ninties, Les was one of the oldest residents of Lee. His wife, Doris, died many years
ago and Les has not been in good health for some time. We also hope to include a tribute to Les in the next
edition. We extend our deep sympathies to the families of all these fine men.
A number of houses have changed hands in recent months and, whilst we are sorry to lose those who have
left, it is good to welcome new arrivals. Matt Crozier and Erin Caseley moved into Riversmeet last July.
Although not living here all the time, they are very keen to spend as much time as possible here and be
involved in village life. Erin is Devon born and bred and relishes being back in Devon now with Welsh
husband Matt. Work took them to London where Erin is Deputy Director of Library Services at King’s
College London. Matt works in IT for RBS and maintains that those in the IT part of RBS are all very
pleasant! He hopes to work increasingly from home here in Lee.
After the Carter family moved out of Whitestone Farm bungalow after staying there a short time, another
branch of the Baker family has moved in permanently. Andrew Baker is the son of Lawrence and the
grandson of Ken, and it is good now to have the 5th generation of Bakers in the village. Andrew carries on
the family tradition as a farmer, working some of the time at Whitestone Farm. He has moved with his
wife, Kelly, and their 5 children, Alfie (13), Jake (8), Evie (3), Noah (2) and Imogen (1). It is splendid to
have another young family in the village and we wish them every happiness as they settle into the village.
Penny and David Perry moved from their seafront house at Wrinklewood towards the
end of 2013 to Willand, near Tiverton, so they are nearer to some of their family and so
that David is nearer to airports for his work that takes him all over the world. David’s
outstanding pottery will be missed as will Penny’s leadership of the Pilates group and her
membership of the Hall committee. We wish them well in their new life. Penny reports
that David’s serious hand injury, sustained just before they moved, is improving thanks to
‘the brilliant trauma surgeon’. The new owners of Wrinklewood are Adrian and Judy
Calvert from Leicestershire. We hope to welcome them more fully in the next edition.
Blackberry Downs in Lincombe has also got new owners. David Matthews has moved back to his
beloved Portsmouth where he was born and spent his early life. He was a banker for many years and
sadly lost his wife, Heather, to cancer a few years ago. David was a cricket enthusiast and wrote a
biography of the Hampshire bowler Derek Shackleton. David has not been in good health for some time
and we wish him health and happiness in his new life. The new residents of Blackberry Downs already
know the village well. John and Linda Drury are the parents of Mandy Collins who with husband Mark
ran the Grampus for several years before Bill bought the pub. They helped Mark and Mandy
considerably at the Grampus and it is good to welcome them back to the village, this time as permanent
residents having moved from Mortehoe.
We hope we have not missed out anyone in this Greetings and Farewells. Our apologies if we have and, if you let us know, we shall
gladly put things right next time. We already know of some pending moves such as Lower Barn at Pludd!
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As usual, our Christmas services went very well and were enjoyed by the large numbers attending. The children performed splendidly in the Nativity Tableau, looking great in their excellent
costumes. The readings were clear and meaningful, and the singing robust. The choir had been
very well trained by Paul Jaggers and Joe Steer for their beautiful performance of ‘O Holy
Night’ before they led the congregation in the lusty Exmoor version of ‘The holly and the ivy’.
After the service, nearly everyone went to the Memorial Hall to enjoy drinks and refreshments
kindly provided by the Hall committee. Numbers were down a bit for the Christmas Eve Communion service, but it was an uplifting experience in the candlelit church with the singing
splendidly led by the choir. The weather was also kind to us!
During Lent, starting on March 9th, we shall have the ancient, quiet service of Compline each Monday at 7.00 pm. Lasting
about half an hour, it is an opportunity for reflection and peace. Do come along to join others from Lee, Woolacombe,
Mortehoe and elsewhere.
We are looking forward to Mothering Sunday on March 30th. For the last few years, the breakfast following the service has been very popular. We hope this year will be no exception and
will be enjoyed by all who are up and ready for the service at 8.45 am! So please come along to
the family communion service which is designed to appeal to everyone of all ages and then tuck
into fruit juice, porridge, cereals, bacon and sausage rolls, toast, tea, coffee and more!
The services around Easter will follow the usual pattern. On Good Friday, there is a service at
2.00 pm consisting of a series of readings about Christ’s passion and death, interspersed with
hymns and periods of silence. Although we call the service ‘The Last Hour’ in memory of the
last hour of Christ’s life on the cross, it only lasts about 40 minutes!
On Easter Sunday at 9.00 am, we celebrate with a festival Easter Communion service, with the singing of traditional Easter
hymns led by the choir. As always, everyone is most welcome to this and other services. Then on Easter Monday morning,
starting at 10.30 am, there will be a Coffee Morning with Hot Cross Buns and delicious cakes, and an Easter egg chase for
children. This is always a popular event, so do come along.
Monday 26th May will see the interior of the church transformed when White Hippo Productions, promoted by Beaford
Arts, will give two performances during the afternoon of ‘The Boy Who Fell in Love with the Stars’. This delightful story
will appeal to children of all ages. It has been deliberately timed to coincide with the Spring Fair with a view of attracting
even more children and families to the village on this day. To quote the Beaford Arts brochure, ‘Mark Ashmore from White
Hippo Productions tells the tale of a small boy’s quest to explore the universe. Using projected images and interactive animations, he leads a trip beyond the stars to connect with his childhood dreams.’ Sounds great fun! Watch out for further
details nearer the time.
2014 is, of course, the 100th anniversary of the outbreak of the First World War. We hope to
commemorate this anniversary in two ways. Firstly, using funds generously donated in memory
of Lionel Hill, we intend to have the war memorial outside the church facing the road professionally cleaned and all the names and writing repainted. It is many years since this was done and this
year seems a very appropriate time to do so again. Secondly, St Matthew’s is planning a festival
on the Bank Holiday weekend at the end of August on an historical theme that may involve flowers and memorabilia of Lee just before the outbreak of the Great War. Further information will
follow later.
Ian Stuart, Churchwarden and Vice-Chairman St Matthew’s PCC

FIRST AID REQUIRED?
Call Sebastian (862453) or Bill at the Grampus Inn (862906)
The Grampus Inn also has a defibrillator onsite.
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The Old Schoolroom, Lee

Local crafts, paintings,
jewellery, greetings cards,
pottery, maps, books and
postcards, jam, honey
and ice creams!

Tel 01271 864067
CRAFT GALLERY AND
GIFT SHOP

www.noonoo-art.co.uk

L EE & L INK ’ EM N EWS
Our thrice-yearly newsletter is free to residents, and available to non-residents at 75p from
The Grampus Inn or The Old Schoolroom Craft Gallery & Gift Shop.
We offer postal annual subscription (3 issues) to non-residents,
delivered to your door for £4.00 per year. If you would like to
subscribe, please contact the editors with your details and any
remittance.
Thanks to sponsors, the Lee & Link’em News continues to be freely
available online to read and/or download and we’ve had a website
redesign too. Please visit www.leebay.co.uk and follow the links.
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Two more brilliant Beaford supported productions were brought to Lee last Autumn.
Hunting the Giants Daughter from Adverse Camber brought us ancient Arthurian legend through brilliant storytelling,
haunting vocals and magical harp playing. The company particularly enjoyed playing to a sell-out audience at Lee, many of
whom were children who they had worked with in a schools workshop at Woolacombe.
The Iranian Feast invited us into the heart of a contemporary loving Iranian family who shared their food, stories, humour
and the intrigue of their tragic life with us. Ian Stuart wrote:
“The whole evening was brilliant - the concept of the play, the food(!), the staging of the play to suit the hall, and, of
course, the performers themselves who took their audience - their friends - through the humour and pathos of the extraordinarily powerful political message of the play.”
And from Janet Mayo: “I just wanted to write and say what a brilliant production it was and how thrilled we were to see
such an astonishing production in our village. It seemed tailor-made for our Hall and was a complex combination of enormous fun and completely harrowing, live theatre at its best!”
For those of you who have yet to go to a Beaford Event, we really can’t recommend them strongly enough. If you are one
of those who are sure you won’t enjoy it, consider the following from Tom Sharpe who reviewed an earlier Beaford production: “My wife and friends made me go to see Freddy Dare and the Ginger Robber today at the village hall in Lee. I
didn't want to go. I dragged my feet... But, it was brilliant! The weaving of theatre and movie formats worked really well,
the performances were fantastically compelling, it drew a tear or two to my eyes and the way the fantasy and metaphor
was woven in was delicious. I absolutely loved it — we all did.”
We really are fortunate to have Beaford Arts in the area. In these times of dramatic arts cuts, the quality and diversity of
the programme they put together is fantastic, aided by links to other prestigious arts organisations and the quality and discerning taste of their directors. None of their programme would have made it to Lee however, if it hadn’t been for the
foresight and personal risk taking of Bryony Shaw. She saw the possibilities and offered to become a local promoter, every
production requiring her to personally take a financial risk, promote, sell and administer ticket sales, meet, greet and feed
performers and put out the chairs! She oversaw at least 12 successful productions and invariably gave any profit to charity.
She has been supported by Janet Mayo and Sebastian Birch who have provided free luxury bed and breakfast to any number
of thespians and musicians, and Bill at the Grampus. A huge thank you goes to all of them.
We don’t want Lee’s access to the arts to end with Bryony, so some of us have got together to continue this legacy and
spread the load a bit. Please, please support us. Come to the productions if you can, and especially if you’ve never been
before, give it a go – they really are very, very good! And, if you live in the village, you can walk home!
The Spring programme is opposite and check out Beaford website www.beafordarts.com for details of other great shows
in North Devon.
Kate Madden
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Patrick Duff - The Land's End Tour
The Yoga Barn, Lincombe - 15th March, 7.00pm
Patrick Duff was born in Bristol to an Irish father and a Welsh mother. After dropping out
of school and spending time as a street busker, he became lead singer of the alternative rock
band Strangelove, and toured the world with Radiohead, Suede and the Manic Street
Preachers.

As a solo artist, Patrick then toured with WOMAD Festival, lived and worked in a
township in Cape Town, and toured the world in support of his second solo album. In
2013, he recorded his third solo album ‘Visions Of The Underworld’ in a remote cottage on Dartmoor.
To mark the album’s strong connections to the South West, Patrick is journeying from Bristol to Land’s End, singing songs from
both his new album and his repertoire in some specially-chosen venues and some secret wild locations. We’re thrilled that he’s
chosen to travel through North Devon on his way.
£8 (Ad) / £6 (Ch) / £26 (Fam). All bookings call Alex 01271 866743 or 07794 917675. Doors 7.00pm. Start 7.30pm.
Intimate venue limited numbers, booking essential. Please bring cushion and warm socks.
A limited number of seats will be available for those with mobility issues, please discuss on booking.
BYO drinks - glasses will be provided.

Twisted Theatre:
Death & Treason, Rhyme & Reason
Lee Memorial Hall - Sat 17th May, 7.30pm
Take an armful of familiar and obscure children’s nursery rhymes and deftly turn them
inside out!
Twisted Theatre perform a sassy and slick cabaret exploring the comic and dark worlds
behind the nursery rhyme. Live strings, percussion, vibraphone, and razor-sharp
harmonies combine to show Jack and Jill in a wholly different light …
The multi-talented band includes Nuala Honan (last seen in north Devon with her band Medicine Creek) on stunning vocals ranging
from soft and tender balladry to spine-tingling soul. Nuala is joined by Elizabeth Westcott (back from touring the US with Kneehigh
Theatre) and Hannah Martin (who has supported Show of Hands at the Albert Hall) on violins, with Bristol's Jessica Macdonald and
Robbie Burgess completing the line-up on cello, percussion, and vibraphone.
Death & Treason, Rhyme & Reason is commissioned by Bristol Old Vic Ferment
£8 (Ad) / £6 (Ch) / £26 (Fam). Kate 01271 865591. Doors 7.30pm. Start 8.00pm. Pre show pot luck supper at the
Grampus from 6.00pm - £5.00 - book direct 01271 862906. Bar and nibbles available.

White Hippo Productions:
The Boy Who Fell in Love with the Stars
St Matthew’s Church, Lee - Mon 26th May, 1.15pm & 3.15pm
A bedtime story for the universe. Drink your cocoa, brush your teeth, snuggle up and get
ready to hear a story.
As the sun goes down and the sky goes dark it’s time for bed, it’s time for an adventure!
In this audio-visual treat, take a journey across the cosmos discovering alien worlds and
giant robots.
Mark Ashmore from White Hippo Productions, with the snazziest pair of pyjamas ever seen, tells the tale of a small boy's quest to
explore the universe. Using projected images and interactive animations he leads a trip beyond the stars to connect with his
childhood dreams.
Tickets £4 (Ad) / £4 (Ch) / £12 (Fam). Alan 01271 863093. Two 30 minute performances. Fund-raising for Lee
Memorial Hall and St.Matthews Church. To coincide with Spring Fair, so booking advisable to be sure of a seat!
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Dates for 2014 are as follows. The “Coffee Morning and Plant Sale” will be in the Memorial Hall on Monday 5th May and
the “Annual Flower Show” on Thursday 31st July, also in the Hall.
For anyone wishing to get ahead with the Handicraft for the Show, the section is
as follows:
•

A creative/decorative machined or hand pieced patchwork.
Any size e.g. from pincushion to quilt.

•

A piece of driftwood art.

•

12 lines of poetry.

•

Photograph taken by the exhibitor entitled “Sunset”.
Not to exceed 6” x 4”.

•

A painting or picture of “A village scene” in any medium, e.g. oils, water-colour, pastels, etc.

•

Miscellaneous: a useful or ornamental object created by any craft not already covered in this section.

Sadly we have had to say goodbye to a very valued Committee Member, our Treasurer, David Matthews. Owing to his
failing health, David has decided to move to Portsmouth to be nearer his family. David and his wife Heather joined the
Committee back in 2009, and had worked tirelessly for the Show over the years.
With the sad loss of Heather, David still continued to support the Flower Show and continued to act as Treasurer
despite his poor health, we are very grateful to him for this.
In December “Blackberry Downs” was sold and David moved to his new home. The Committee wishes you well in your
move and I must say we will miss your quiet competence with the finances and your sense of humour at our meetings,
especially when you forgot the combination to your briefcase! Geoff Potts nearly had to resort to criminal means to get
into “the little black box”! All good fun. We hope you will be back to visit us David and perhaps present the trophies at
the Show.
This does mean we have yet another vacancy on the Committee, if you are interested in joining us please let me know.
Carolyn Weekes - Honorary Secretary

J UBI LEE 2012
The launch of the JubiLEE 2012 book on 26 October went incredibly well
with a lovely atmosphere as those present enjoyed sharing pages of the book
with friends and visitors over tea, coffee and biscuits. The book has been
tremendously well received by virtually everyone who has seen it and
bought a copy.
We took the bold step of ordering 200 copies – quite a lot for a village of less
than that number of residents. However, the decision has been fully justified
and there are now only about 20 left. Some are now in homes from New
Zealand to the Highlands of Scotland and many other places near and far.
If you would like a copy or another copy, please contact me on 863396 as soon as possible to ensure you get one.
Louise also has a few copies in the Craft Shop so you can get one there if her shop is open.
Once again, many thanks to the large team who were involved with the project and to everyone who has bought a
copy. I hope it will give pleasure for many years to come as well as being a fascinating portrait of our community in
2012.
Ian Stuart, Co-ordinator
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Hello Friends,
Building work has commenced &,
hopefully, the microbrewery itself
will be installed on April 1st (no
comments about the date please!).
I hope the first brew of Grampus
Ale will be available for sampling
by Easter, an exciting prospect for
us at The Grampus.

We haven't quite enlisted all countries belonging to the United Nations, but our international band of
helpful staff, past & present, continues to expand.
Currently we have representatives from Australia, Indonesia, Italy, New Zealand and Germany, contributing to both the diversity of food & interesting chat.
Our new Craft Evenings when everyone is invited to participate by bringing their individual interest along
& join like-minded people will be held on
the first and third Mondays of the month
at 8pm except during school holidays.
Regular established events include:•

•

•

•

Agnostics Anonymous...an
entertaining wide-ranging discussion group led by Giles KingSmith which meets on Monday
evenings. February 24th March
24th, April 28th, May 19th, June
23rd.
Music Sessions led by Ian Hudson, on the 3rd Sunday in each
month at 8pm when anyone with
musical talent is invited to join in.
Open Mic on Friday evenings
every week are very popular. Advisable to book for meals.
Games Night occurs every
Wednesday evening with a wide
choice of board & card games.
Have you given it a go yet?

I look forward to welcoming you to The
Grampus.
Bill.

Norman’s
Fruit & Veg
40 High St., Ilfracombe
We always have a wide choice of both fruit &
vegetables & we sell local produce whenever possible.

PRESENTATION FRUIT BASKETS
made to order from £6 upwards.
FLORAL BOUQUETS
for weddings & celebrations
FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
for dinner parties or any situation
WREATHS

P HONE US TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS
OR PLACE AN ORDER

(01271) 863105

S PRING 2014

S PRING 2014

L EE S ELF - HELP TV R ELAY - W INDING - UP R EPORT
The TV Relay was closed down on 29 April 2013 after 18 years’ operation. The reasons for the closure were set out
fully in the 2013 Spring issue. All subscribing members agreed to forego their subscription refund so that satellite TV
could be installed in Les Knott’s house as a “thank you” for his and Bill Davison’s dedicated work in running the Relay
since its inception to their retirement last year. Les Knott is delighted with the installation and thanks everyone for contributing towards its cost. [Ed: Sadly Les did not live long enough to enjoy the benefits.]
At the winding-up meeting held on 27
August 2013, the Committee approved
the winding-up of the organisation and
the distribution by the end of the year of
the £2,016 of remaining funds equally
between Lee Memorial Hall and Lee &
Lincombe Residents’ Association to be
used as they considered appropriate for
the benefit of the village. After the distribution, the bank account was closed
and the TV Relay dissolved.
The summary Receipts and Payments for
the period to winding-up is shown to the
top-right:
The Committee would like to thank all
those who have supported the TV Relay
over the years.
Paul Thom - 31 December 2013
Committee Members:
•

Bob Gilliat (864732)

•

Elizabeth Gilliat (864732)

•

Adrienne Howard (863204)

•

Michael Rogers (862947)
(Secretary)

•

Paul Thom (862309)
(Treasurer)
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WATERCOLOUR
WORKSHOP
Now at Lee Memorial Hall
Lee EX34 8LW

2nd Wednesday each month
10am – 4pm
£10 per person
Please bring your own lunch

Please contact tutor
Brenda Keeble
(tel: 01271 863367)
for further details
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January was an exciting and important month for the Hall as the plans to
improve users’ experience of the Hall, which I described in the last edition,
have been implemented. Throughout January, contractors Murdoch and
King working for the Green Deal Group and the CosyHome Company have
been installing a biomass boiler, housed in a new cabin to replace the former
oil tank, underfloor heating to the main hall and balcony, full insulation to
the ceiling, discreet secondary glazing to the hall windows and draught
proofing to the doors. The final element of the scheme, still to be completed
at the time of writing, is the laying of a new floor in the main hall to replace
the old floor boards. An attempt to sand, stain and seal the old floor proved
to be unsuccessful, so we shall have a brand new floor instead! A few other final bits of work are also taking place, but,
already, the benefits are being felt. We now have a lovely warm hall even on a cold winter’s morning! We shall be keeping
the hall at a constant warm temperature throughout the year so that it can easily be boosted and always be ready for each
booking.
It is worth repeating the comments I made in the last edition that the project will also cut down enormously on the energy
that has been wasted until now and will also mean that the majority of heating and energy needs of the Hall are met from
renewable forms of energy. Generous grants have been obtained from Fullabrook CIC, the Community Council of Devon,
Awards for All and County Councillor Mike Edmunds. We also have the full support and a small grant from our District
Councillors, Geoff Fowler and Philip Webb. South West Water has also given us a small grant. We are most grateful to
these funders without whom the project would not have been possible.
In the last edition of the News, I wrote in some detail about plans to further enhance the Hall to improve users’ experience
of the Hall, particularly in cold weather. I said that the plans had two essential elements – comprehensive insulation of the
main hall and a heating package to keep the hall at a constant pleasant ambient temperature throughout the year. I said that
I was applying for grants for this work and that, with use of some of the Hall’s reserves, built up over the last 3 years from
events such as the Arts and Crafts Exhibition, the Spring Fair and the 100 Club Lottery, the work has been undertaken
without the need for any further fund raising.
The Hall has already been re-opened for bookings and many people have already seen what has been done, but we are
planning an official re-opening of the Hall on Saturday 8 March at 12 noon. Everyone in the village is cordially invited
to attend. Complimentary drinks and light refreshments will be served and there will be a short ceremony to celebrate the
completion of the project. It will also be an opportunity to thank our funders and our contractors, and also, of course, an
opportunity for everyone to see what has been done. So please come along to enjoy what I hope will be a pleasant social
occasion.
The Annual General Meeting of the Hall will take place on Monday 14 April at 7.30 pm in the Hall. The Annual Report
and Accounts will be presented and will be available on the Lee Bay website some time before the meeting. It will be an
opportunity to discuss matters relating to the Hall and to elect village representatives to the committee. There will also be
an election for a Holding Trustee. After several years as Chairman and a Holding Trustee, during which we have had a
major building programme to replace the kitchen and toilets and to undertake other improvements and, of course, the
recent heating and energy saving project, I am standing down both as Chairman and as a Holding Trustee. Full details of
arrangements to elect a Holding Trustee and for the AGM will be published on village notice boards in due course.
Lots of other things are happening in the Hall this Spring and Summer. Please consult the diary of events near the front of
this edition of the News and read reports from organisations using the Hall. As well as the event on 8 March and the AGM,
the Hall Committee will be organising the Spring Fair on Bank Holiday Monday 26 May and the Arts and Crafts Exhibition
from Saturday 2 August through to Sunday 17 August. We shall be looking for help for both these major events and
arranging publicity. However, if you have not helped before and would like to do so, please contact me on 863396. I’d be
delighted to hear from you.
Ian Stuart, Chairman
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OF THE IMPROVEMENTS

Adding modern insulation board to the roof interior

Removing concrete and rotten floor timbers
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Lionel Hill

21 July 1923 - 5 October 2013
Lionel was born in Lee and died here 90 years later. He had a full and eventful life that took him to
many parts of the world during his 40 years of service in the RAF. He then fulfilled his life long
wish to return to the village of his birth when he bought the Lych Gate, the old family home, and,
subsequently, Broadlands.
Lionel was fond of telling how he attended the laying of the foundation stone of the Memorial Hall
in his pram at the age of 3 weeks! He supported the Hall all his life. After the refurbishment of the
Hall a few years ago, Lionel was invited to be part of the re-opening ceremony in March 2010.
During his speech on that day he said, “I was 3 weeks old when the foundation stone was laid, and
was pushed here in a pram by my mother. Today, well over 80 years later, I was pushed here in a
much bigger pram by my wife!”
Lionel attended the village school in the 1920s and was especially proud when he opened the Craft
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Shop in the place where he had started school. Previously he and his first wife, Joyce, started the
Fuchsia Tea Rooms, but, to keep himself fully occupied, he took on the Craft Shop as well. Both
were very successful little businesses until Lionel and Joyce separated. In 1984 Lionel bought
Broadlands and met Margaret. They were married in 1989 and together they made a very
comfortable and happy home there until Lionel died.
During his early years Lionel played a lot of golf, and made a lot of friends. He particularly liked the
camaraderie of men. After retirement, when he was not playing golf, he spent many happy hours in
his work shop making weather vanes from the sides of old washing machines. Latterly he took up a
new hobby – wood turning. There were times when Lionel was so covered in wood shavings and
sawdust that Margaret made him undress before coming back into the house! Sadly, due to a
degenerative back problem, he had to give up these hobbies, but he did continue with his devotion
to St. Matthew’s Church as the PCC secretary and as a Churchwarden. Subsequently, Margaret was
elected as a Churchwarden and has followed in the footsteps of many of the Hill family.
Lionel was always very heavily involved in the organisation of the Village Fayre which was a Church
and Hall event. He organised and ran many different types of stalls over the years, but, latterly,
was very happy just sitting on the gate, and was always surprised by how many faces he recognised
from the past, and by how many regular visitors, over the last 40 years, still recognised him.
Over all these years he managed and maintained his car park. One of his favourite pastimes was
counting the money from the honesty box. His grandchildren have all helped over the years, and
have learned how to add up and count coins. He was very patient with them and they always got a
little bag of pocket money. The Grampus always needed change and so a marriage of sorts was
made. Lionel was a fixture on the corner seat at the bar with a pint jug of lager in his very big hands
early in the evening whilst supper was cooking.
His avid love of all sport followed him through to his death. He was pleased to have survived to
witness the 2012 Olympics, and, in hospital 2 days before he died, he asked when England were
playing Poland in the World Cup qualifiers to make sure it was recorded for when he came home.
Over the last few years his health deteriorated quite considerably and he became quite dependant
on others. He coped with gritty determination to overcome whatever problem life threw at him
and continued to enjoy meeting people. This was clearly demonstrated when many of his family and
friends gathered at Broadlands to celebrate in style the big 90th birthday party he so much wanted.
He was a very honest, courageous and brave man and never ever swore. He loved his family taking
a huge interest in the lives of his son and daughter, Steve and Jan, and their families. He handled the
devastating loss of Steve with immense dignity. He was a true gentleman with a wry, and wicked,
sense of humour which he never lost despite increasing frailty, pain and disability. He lives on in
Lee and everywhere where he is loved and remembered.
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Denny Booker

1922 - 2013
Denny was born at Abbey Farm, in the Vale of the White Horse. When he left school at 14, he
served a 4 year apprenticeship in woodworking, examples of which can be seen around our village,
particularly the Community Seat which is not only decorative but designed & constructed to be
comfortable as well.
He was called up to the army at 18 in 1940 where he was soon made Instructor in the Motor
Transport section having said he could ride a motorbike - he had ridden his brother’s ONCE!
Typical Army logic at that time, he was posted to a unit returning from India, complete with
mules, to practise warfare in the Black Mountains. When the mules became skittish or rebellious,
live grenades were scattered down the hillsides.
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Back on Salisbury Plain, he volunteered to join the newly formed Airborne Division and was sent
up to London for a course on how to steal continental vehicles, a useful skill when in Nazi-occupied
Europe. The course was tutored by London car thieves and Denny got a “Distinguished” for this bit
of his education and gained a respect for the high quality of BMW engineering.
On D-Day, after landing by glider behind enemy lines at Pegasus Bridge, his unit secured that
strategically important bridge over the River Caen.
After the end of the war in Europe, he was sent to Palestine to keep the peace between the resident
Palestines and the incoming terrorists (including Ben Gurion), who strung wires across roads to
decapitate British soldiers.
Moving to Ilfracombe after the war, he was soon involved in restoring hotels damaged by the Pay
Corps, designing and making trials cars, and voluntary service with the Coastguards Rescue team
and St.John’s Ambulance. Meanwhile, at work in County Garage, he gained another
“Distinguished” in the knowledge of Diesel Engines.
Denny and fellow amateur diver, Brian Watts, formed the Ilfracombe branch of the Sub Aqua Club
which soon led Denny into part-time commercial diving, including laying the electricity power line
under the River Taw, restoring the sewer system at Hele and retrieving dead bodies for the police.
He became a full-time Mechanic on the Ilfracombe Lifeboat during the 1970s.
Denny and Heather married in 1983 & enjoyed sailing in their yacht Ciona from Dartmouth along
the South Coast and the Isles of Scilly.
Denny continued to produce miracles of engineering and inventiveness up until 9 months before his
death in October last year.
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Village Services
1.
Pub, Tea Rooms & Village Shop: The Grampus Inn - www.thegrampus-inn.co.uk - Bill Harvey__________ (01271) 862906
2.

Hotel: The Lee Bay Hotel ________________________________________________________________ CLOSED

3.

The Old Schoolroom Craft Gallery & Gift Shop - www.noonoo-art.co.uk - Louise Thompson___________ (01271) 864067

Bed & Breakfast
4.
The Blue Mushroom (2/3) - mushroomblue@btinternet.com - Mavis & Michael Rogers_______________ (01271) 862947
5.

Shaftsboro Farm - www.shaftsboro.co.uk - Margaret & Frederick Kift____________________________ (01271) 865029

6.

High Banks, Lincombe - pat.seymour06@talktalk.net - Pat & Tony Seymour_______________________ (01271) 863628

7.

Pensport Rock - www.pensportrock.com - Jackie Jackson ____________________________________ (01271) 863419

Self Catering (max. per unit)
9.

Lincombe House (2,6,5) - www.lincombehouse.co.uk - Richenda S Carter ________________________ (01271) 864834

10.

Chapel Cottage on Beach Lane (9) - www.chapelcottagelee.co.uk - Ginny Potts_____________________ (01271) 867212

11.

Lower Campscott Farm (8,6,6,4,4,4,2+) - www.lowercampscott.co.uk - Kathy & Tony Mortimer ______ (01271) 863479

12.

The Blue Mushroom (2/3) - mushroomblue@btinternet.com - Mavis & Michael Rogers_______________ (01271) 862947

13.

Wrinklewood (4) - www.wrinklewood.co.uk - David & Penny Perry ____________________________ (01271) 866535

14.

Crowness Cottage (4) - www.crownesscottage.co.uk - Irene Duffield ____________________________ (01268) 742162

15.

Shaftsboro Farm - www.shaftsboro.co.uk - Margaret & Frederick Kift____________________________ (01271) 865029

16.

Damage Hue apartment (2+2) - www.damagehue.co.uk - Julien Busselle _________________________ (01271) 862876

17.

Lee Chapel (5) & School House (4), combined (9) - www.visitleechapel.co.uk - Geoff Barker ____________ 07870 239 973

18.

Allender Farm (8,6,6,5,2+) - www.allenderfarm.co.uk - Jane & Jim Bridges_______________________ (01271) 866679

19.

The Old Vicarage (15) - www.theoldvicaragelee.com - Amanda Robertson _________________________ 07973 963 887

20.

Millfield (6) - www.millfieldcottage.co.uk - Louise Morris________________________bookings@millfieldcottage.co.uk
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