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LEE AND LINCOMBE – F UTURE D ATES FOR 2011
VILLAGE DIARY
Saturday 19 February and
week beginning 21 February

Old Schoolroom Craft Shop open for Half Term sale; opens for
the season from Easter holidays – (Louise Thompson 862371)

Tuesday 8 March 12 noon

Pancake Races, followed by soup and pancakes – Memorial Hall
(Lee WI – Pat Seymour 863628)

Tuesday 15 March 7.30 pm

Lee and Lincombe Residents’ Association Meeting – Memorial Hall
(Eric Couling 863257)

Saturday 19 March 7.30 pm

‘You’re not like other girls, Chrissy’: a one-woman drama set during the
Second World War – Memorial Hall
(Promoted by Beaford Arts – tickets from Bryony Shaw 862906)

Sunday 3 April 8.45 am

Mothering Sunday service
– St Matthew’s Church with refreshments in the Memorial Hall afterwards

Monday 4 April 7.30 pm

St Matthew’s Church Annual Parochial Meeting – Memorial Hall

Monday 18 April 8.00 pm

Annual General Meeting of Lee Memorial Hall – Memorial Hall

Friday 22 April 2.00 pm

Good Friday service – St Matthew’s Church

Sunday 24 April 9.00 am

Easter Sunday Communion Service with choir and festive music
– St Matthew’s Church

Monday 25 April 10.30 am

Easter coffee morning, hot X buns, cakes, etc – Memorial Hall

Wednesday 27 April 2.00 pm

‘Prince and Princess Teddy Bears’ Picnic’: Fun afternoon for young children
to celebrate the royal wedding – Memorial Hall (organised by Lee WI)

Saturday 30 April 7.30 pm

‘Kidnap Alice’: A band bringing a mix of bluegrass and Old Time tunes with
a modern twist – Memorial Hall
(promoted by Beaford Arts – tickets from Bryony Shaw 862906)

Monday 2 May 10.30 am

Flower Show Coffee Morning and Plant Sale – Memorial Hall

Thursday 5 May all day

District and Parish elections – Memorial Hall

Wed 11 – Sun 15 May

Beer Festival and much more (music, games, etc.) – Grampus

Monday 30 May 2.00 pm

Spring Fayre – Memorial Hall and Meadow

Sunday 19 June all afternoon

Hog roast and Ferret Races – an occasion for everyone of all ages
– Meadow and Memorial Hall

Thursday 28 July 2.00 pm

Flower Show – Memorial Hall

Sat 30 July – Sun 14 August

Arts and Crafts Exhibition – Memorial Hall

Sunday 2 October 6.30 pm

Harvest Festival Service – St Matthew’s Church followed by Harvest Supper

Every Monday 10.00 am – 1.00 pm

‘Mini-Monsters’ – Memorial Hall (Lou Smith 867895)

Every Monday 5.00 pm – 6.00 pm

Pilates – Memorial Hall (Penny Measures 866535)

Fortnightly Wed & Sat 10am-4pm

Patchwork groups – Memorial Hall (Margaret Hill 864257)

Wednesdays during winter

Games nights at the Grampus – (Bill or Bryony 862906)

Friday evenings from 8.00 pm

Open mic nights at the Grampus

If you would like anything included in the diary for the next issue, please contact a member of the editorial team.
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G REETINGS AND F AREWELLS
There have been very few changes to the village population in the last few
months. However, we are very pleased to welcome the Barruol family to Cott
Cottage. Louis and Cherry with their 3 children come from Gigondas, a
renowned wine making area of the Rhone valley in France. At present they are
spending some time in Lee whilst continuing to live in France at other times in
the year.
Sadly, we have to report the deaths of one
resident and one former resident.
After a long illness, bravely borne, Gina
Witts died at the beginning of November.
We send our condolences to her husband,
Keith, and to Julian, Suzanne and the rest
of the family.
Lionel Hill’s sister-in-law, Athlene, died in January. For many years, she
lived in the village with her husband, Victor, who was Lionel’s brother.
We send our best wishes to Lionel and the family in their loss.

C HRISTMAS B INGO R EPORT
Thank you to everyone who took part and those who donated prizes. We raised
£827.50, £777.50 went directly to Cerebra and £50.00 to CBM, which helps on
their education.
Ginny Potts

FIRST AIDERS
If you need help, call:
Bill at The Grampus
Sebastian at Ivy Bank

01271 862

906
01271 862 453
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N EWS FROM S T . M ATTHEW ’ S C HURCH

”W E

LOOK
FORWARD
TO L ENT
AND E ASTER
IN THE NEXT
FEW
MONTHS ”

Christmas now seems but a distant memory but writing this note does give the
opportunity to comment on the success of the special Christmas services. With subzero temperatures and snow and ice on the roads everywhere, there was serious
doubt whether the Carol Service could take place. However, the community spirit
was determined that it would! Paul Jaggers, ably assisted by Alun Dobson and others,
spent hours getting grit for Paul’s dumper truck and then spreading it on the road all
the way from Lincombe Cross to the centre of the village. It was a tremendous effort
and very successful. The church was packed: everyone was in fine voice; the Lee
handbell ringers performed both before and during the service; the Lee singers sang
splendidly; the readers were excellent, and the children’s Nativity tableau was
magnificent. The children were a great credit to themselves and did full justice to the
tremendous work done by Margaret Hill and Janet Mayo in arranging and costuming
the Nativity scenes. After the service, large numbers crossed to the Memorial Hall to
enjoy mulled wine and refreshments kindly provided by the Hall committee.
Numbers for the Christmas Eve service were down a bit this year, but those attending
found it a lovely and moving occasion heralding in Christmas Day.
The main event in January was the joint service in St Matthew’s Church of the 3
parishes of Lee, Mortehoe and Woolacombe. It is always good to meet with our
friends in the other coastal parishes and to enjoy refreshments afterwards in the Hall.
We look forward to Lent and Easter in the next few months. During Lent, we shall
hold the ancient evening service of Compline at 7.00 pm on Mondays, starting on 14
March. In the middle of Lent comes Mothering Sunday, this year on Sunday 3 April.
Our normal morning service will be especially aimed at mothers, children and
families, and will be followed by refreshments in the Hall. It is always a lovely
occasion. So do come along – young and old, male and female, in a group or by
yourself – at 8.45 am on 3 April.
On Good Friday, 22 April, there will be our usual service of readings, hymns and
silent meditations at 2.00 pm, and then, on Easter Sunday, 24 April, we shall have a
joyful service to celebrate Easter with suitable music led by the choir. Everyone is
most welcome to these services.
Following on, on Easter Monday morning, there will be a coffee morning in the
Memorial Hall. Hot Cross buns will be served, and there are usually delicious cakes to
buy! Do come!
Ian Stuart - Churchwarden and Vice-Chairman St Matthew’s PCC

S UBSCRIBE TO THE L EE & L INK ’ EM N EWS OR VIEW ONLINE
Our thrice-yearly newsletter is free to residents, and available to non-residents at 50p from The Grampus Inn
or The Old Schoolroom Craft Gallery & Gift Shop.
We offer postal annual subscription (3 issues) to non-residents, delivered to your door for £3.00 per year. If
you would like to subscribe, please contact the editors with your details and any remittance.
And now, thanks to sponsors, the Lee & Link’em News is also freely available online to read and/or
download. Please visit www.leebay.co.uk and follow the links.
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Norman’s
Fruit & Veg
40 High St., Ilfracombe
We always have a wide choice of both fruit &
vegetables & we sell local produce whenever possible.

PRESENTATION FRUIT BASKETS
made to order from £6 upwards.
FLORAL BOUQUETS
for weddings & celebrations
FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS
for dinner parties or any situation
WREATHS

P HONE US TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS
OR PLACE AN ORDER

(01271) 863105

HOME CLEANING
SERVICE
Window Cleaning, Gutters,
UPVC, Roof Cleaning, etc.
Well-established in your area
since 1990
Tel: 814 965
or 07855 110 524

UTUMN2011
2007
SAPRING

L EE V ILLAGE F LOWER S HOW
The first date for the New Year is our “Coffee Morning and Plant Sale” on Monday, May
2nd at 10.30a.m. In the Memorial Hall. Flower Show schedules and Chairman’s Choice
Fuchsias will be available to buy on the day. The Flower Show itself is on Thursday, July
28th, again in the Memorial Hall. If you have not entered before why not have a go. There
are numerous classes including produce, handicraft, domestic, pot plants, cut flowers,
floral art, and also a children’s section, so something for everyone. If you do not feel
inclined to enter please come along on the day and see what our little village can produce
in its traditional village show.
For more information contact Carolyn Weekes (Show Sec.) on 863257.

For your wants and don’t wants
Give us a call:
Angus: 01271 865591 or 07984 209764
Nicki: 01271 855663 or 07773 703549
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N EWS FROM T HE G RAMPUS I NN
Bill and I have been using the past few months to attend to a few of those jobs
we’ve had planned for a while! As many of you will know, our games room is
now home to a permanent skittles alley, which was sunk into the floor last
autumn. It has also been redecorated in warmer colours, and we’re hoping
that in the coming months it will provide an interesting space for temporary
exhibitions of local artists’ work.
We’ve also been busy outside the pub – Paul Jaggers and his team did a marvellous job rendering the exterior wall facing the beer garden; and we’ve
made a start on our raised beds in the tea garden. By the summer we should
have plenty of tasty fruit, salad and herbs to add to our home-cooked dishes!
We have plenty of events organised for the spring. Our monthly discussion groups continue on Monday evenings – with
Book Club, Agnostics Anonymous and Stitch n Bitch. Everybody is welcome to come along to these evenings, and
information about dates, themes and books can be found on our website: www.thegrampus-inn.co.uk
Our games nights also continue on Wednesdays, with a “pot luck supper” for £5. David Walker usually hosts a quiz
night here once a month, and the other Wednesday evenings often feature a particular game, such as skittles, carom, backgammon or pool… games are usually decided on a month-by-month basis, and sent to our mailing list. Please contact Bryony if you would like to be added to the list.
After the success of our two Beaford Arts events last autumn, we’ve decided to host two more this Spring. On Saturday
19 March a one-woman show will be coming to the village hall – You’re not like the other girls, Chrissy. Described as “an
eccentric, acutely myopic French woman’s tale of love in WW2,” the award-winning Chrissy received huge acclaim at the
Edinburgh Festival 2010. This event is a fundraising event for Friends of North Devon Families, and includes a Parisiennestyle supper after the event.
And on Saturday 30 April the village hall will be hosting another music event with the enthusiastic and energetic 7-piece
string band, Kidnap Alice. From a cappella singing to foot-stomping up-tempo bluegrass, Kidnap Alice bridge the gap
between vintage rhythm and blues and Appalachian mountain music – we guarantee they'll give you a night to remember!
Finally, we’re delighted to announce the dates for our second beer festival, which will be held Wednesday 11 – Sunday
15 May. This year’s festival will see not only an array of ales and ciders, but lashings of music and a host of competitions –
including tournaments for table-tennis and skittles, a quiz night, and probably a lot more fun and games too!
Events or not, you’ll find the Grampus Inn open 7 days a week, 11am-midnight. Lunch is served every day from 12-3pm,
and evening meals are served 7-9pm (but not on Sundays).
We look forward to welcoming you in the coming months!
Bryony and Bill

Wrinklewood Pottery
We offer small classes for children from the age of 7 upwards on a Saturday.
We like to give the children a hands-on experience of clay allowing them to be as creative as possible with
adult guidance and support. We provide technical tuition to ensure successful outcomes.
Saturday Mornings from 10am to 12.30 or a shorter session for younger children from 2pm to 4pm
We also offer individual taster workshops during school holidays for locals and children on vacation.
Adult classes/taster sessions available by prior arrangement.
For more details, please ring Penny or David on 866535
Wrinklewood, Lee Bay, North Devon
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L EE M EMORIAL H ALL R EPORT
My last report referred to the completion of the rebuilding and development project at a cost of nearly
£120,000. I also reported that all the interest free loans
had been repaid and the Hall had no debts at all. This had
been achieved through the great efforts of a lot of people
and the conversion of the largest loan into a donation, to
which it was possible to add Gift Aid.
As a result, it is now possible to undertake, sooner than
had been expected, many further desirable improvements that will complement and add to the work that has
been done over the last 2 years. Even after the completion of these additional items, the Hall’s reserves will
still be significant and comparable to those of years before the rebuilding and development project. Some of
these items, such as a portable public address system and
additional stage curtains, have already been provided. Others will follow soon, the largest of which will be new lighting for
the main hall and a complete external decoration. I hope that most people will welcome the further improvements that are
in progress. For a small village like ours, we have done well to have completed a major rebuilding and refurbishment project and been able to add some further enhancements – all in less than 3 years.
The wine tasting, supper and quiz on 19 November was a great success. Our wine ‘experts’ convinced or fooled a capacity
crowd in the ‘Call my bluff’ style wine tasting. The supper was most tasty, and the quiz tested everyone’s knowledge of the
local area and of Devon. Later, on 20 December, the Hall was packed for the village social that followed the Village Carol
Service. Early in the new year, on 8 January, a splendid working party of over 20 cut down the fuchsia hedge alongside the
meadow. This good work will ensure vigorous growth in the spring and summer so that everyone will again be able to enjoy the hedge at its best in the summer.
I am very pleased to note that the Hall is attracting many bookings, many of which are open to the public. Do look at the
diary of events to find out about some of them. I do hope you will support these and the 3 major events being sponsored by
the Hall committee during the spring and summer. Full details of these Hall events, and possibly others, will be announced
well before each event, but please reserve the dates now.
On Bank Holiday Monday, 30 May, we shall have our traditional Spring Fayre. Then on Sunday afternoon, 19 June,
we shall have a Hog Roast and Ferret racing. This promises
to be a fun event for people of all ages to enjoy. During the
summer, we are hoping to run the Arts and Crafts Exhibition from Saturday 30 July to Sunday 14 August.
I do hope many of you will come to the Hall’s Annual
General Meeting on Monday 18 April. After 3 very demanding but rewarding years, I am stepping down as
Chairman. I am confident that whoever takes over from
me will enjoy the support of the village community and an
active committee.
Ian Stuart
Chairman, Lee Memorial Hall Management Committee

R EQUEST FOR ARTICLES AND PHOTOS
The Lee & Link’em News likes to carry an interesting and varied mixture of articles, including local group reports, stories of
yesteryear, local interest stories and photography - both historic and recent, poems, etc. We are always looking for pieces to include
so why not email us something for inclusion and we’ll do our best to publish it. Please see the bottom of the back page for how and
when to submit your article - and good luck!
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L EE ’ S S IBERIAN H USKY R ACING T EAM
After a number of weekend events already this
season, in January we left Lee and clocked up over
1700 miles in 15 days to take in 3 husky rallies in
one go.
The first was a 2-day event in the Forest of Dean
where we entered as a 4-dog team, leaving our
eldest girl Kiki to prance around and attend the
various mushers’ meetings.
Moving on to Aviemore, with a stopover in
Carlisle, we competed in the 2011 Arden Grange
& Siberian Husky Club of GB Aviemore Sled Dog
Rally, the biggest event in the UK husky calendar.
This time as a 3-dog, we were randomly drawn to
go out right behind our dogs’ best friends, another
pack living 600 miles away from us but that often
come and stay with us in Lee. Given that there are
over 200 teams at the event this was something of
a coincidence! On the first day, with just 1minute intervals between the teams, we soon
caught them up and went around the 4.2 mile trail
together, coming over the line almost side by
side, a lovely spectacle for the watching crowds (right: photo of the Aviemore finish straight, with our dogs following in
their Scottish buddies). And on the second day, with the positions reversed, our team forgot they were in a race and
chose to wait for their friends and so - once again - came over the line together! Overall, we finished 23rd out of 37
teams in the 3-dog husky class over the 2 days, a good result for our laid-back pack.
After a couple of days’ rest, the trek was next. Untimed
and more of a test of endurance and teamwork than a
straight race, we went out as a 4-dog again, with 4 other
teams, to make our way across rivers and difficult
terrain, all the while helping out the less experienced
mushers. After 12.5 miles through the Cairngorm
wilderness, all 5 teams came through the finish together
with all dogs and mushers safe and extremely happy.
Finally, after an overnight stop in the Lake District, we
made the longest journey straight down to Wareham
Forest in Dorset. Along with an entry in the 3-dog class
with the faster dogs, our lady musher decided to return
to the scene with a 2-dog entry in the Veteran Class that’s the dogs not the musher, she would like me to
point out! All dogs in the team have to be aged 7 and
over. Again, over 2 gloriously cold but sunny days, the
dogs were in their element and even the oldies showed
their enthusiasm out on the trail and ended up with a
trophy for 3rd place.
And so, with 2 tired mushers, 5 very fit and happy
huskies, and one mini-musher in training for the 2018
season (left: pictured at Aviemore), we made the final
leg back to Lee.
Stuart Groce
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L EE & L INCOMBE R ESIDENTS ’ A SSOCIATION
2010 HIGHLIGHTS AND ISSUES
1. Committee
A new committee formed in June saw Eric Couling taking over from retiring Chairman
Sebastian Birch.
Chair:

Eric Couling

Committee:

Peter Bostock (855798)
Elizabeth Gilliat (864732)
Allyson Poore (879469)
Marion Thom (862309)
Carolyn Weekes (+secretary 863257)

Honorary Treasurer
Online Administrator
Defribrillator Co-ordinator

Paul Thom
(862309)
Gina-Luisa Hilborne
Sebastian Birch (862453)

“W E

DO
HAVE ONE
EMPTY SEAT
ON THE
COMMITTEE ”

(863257)

We do have one empty seat on the committee following the resignation of Ginny Potts.
The committee would like to thank Ginny for her contribution over the past three
years. Anyone who would care to join us would be very welcome. We should
particularly like to see someone from Lincombe or surrounding area. Check out the
website for details on nomination and/or call Carolyn for more information.
2.Membership
Currently stands at about 70 from a total of 114 households, of which 34 are holiday
homes.
Annual membership is currently £5.00/annum. We rely heavily on the subscriptions to
enable us to continue our work. There are a number of households yet to pay the subs
for 2010/11 and we would encourage those to make contact with any committee
member, who would be delighted to take the money!
We realise that it is important to make payment of annual subs as easy as possible and to
that aim we are looking into the possibility of setting up a standing order scheme for
2011/12.
3.Public toilets

“W E HAVE
HAD A BUSY
YEAR SO FAR ,
WITH 21
PLANNING
APPLICATIONS ”

This is a good example of where your money goes, covering the shortfall between
Ilfracombe Town Council(ITC) Grant of c.£1200 and overall operating cost. ITC
grant covers the period from Easter to the end of school’s autumn half term, at the end
of October. LLRA has to stand the cost of maintaining the facility at weekends and over
Christmas/New Year. Overall cost to the LLRA was c. £400 - a large chunk of our
funds. We owe Mavis Rogers a large vote of thanks for her continued work in
maintaining this valuable facility.
What happens in the 2011/12 financial year is not yet clear. There is a very real
concern over ITC ability to maintain this grant in light of overall budget cuts.
4.Planning
We have had a busy year so far, with 21 planning applications to date to consider and
respond to. LLRA website will soon carry a resumé of all 2010 applications
(www.leeandlincombe.org.uk). By far the most complex and time consuming was
the Lee Bay Hotel.
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L EE & L INCOMBE R ESIDENTS ’ A SSOCIATION , CONTD .
5. Lee Bay Hotel update
Plans are passed and council negotiations well advanced on a Management Plan for the new development. This will
include important 106 Agreement safeguards proposed in consultations.
Many of you will be aware that the building firm ROK are in administration. This has resulted in a new selection process
which we understand is well underway. A full Highway Survey will soon be carried out on the key transport route
to/from the hotel site. Construction could start as soon as May 2011, assuming all agreements are in place.
6.Roads,Potholes/gritting
We have been advised that the road to Lee has been re-classified as “Secondary”. This improves the chances that we get
gritted….not much sign to date however as low supplies of salt result in primary route priority at present.
A vote of thanks goes to Paul Jaggers and Alun Dobson for their efforts in gritting the Lincombe to Lee road over the
Christmas period and for negotiating with Highways dept. for additional grit boxes.
Potholes are addressed as they appear and Highways do their best ….ongoing issue!
Highways have advised that the section of road from Meadow Dene to The Grange will be part of their “ploughing
scheme” to clear road verges/improve drainage.
7. Public Footpath resurfacing
Following some complaints, the LLRA has succeeded in getting agreement for resurfacing of the public footpath across
Chapel Cottage meadow . We are advised the works will take place before the end of this financial year (31/3/2011).
8.First aid - Defribrillator
Co-ordinator Sebastian Birch is to be congratulated for the successful acquisition of a defibrillator for the community.
Thanks also to Bill Harvey at the Grampus Inn for agreeing to house it there.
Thanks also go to Denny and Heather Booker for their very generous contribution, and to C.C Geoff Fowler for the
grant of £1200 towards the defibrillator.
Sebastian and Bill are fully trained on the defibrillator and
further Red Cross training is envisaged for those
interested.
9. Area of Outstanding Beauty (AONB) Grant
LLRA have been made aware of the possibility of grants
for AONB funded projects and will be actively pursuing
this - more in due course.
10.Hanging Baskets
A big thank you to the Flower Show committee for their
continued support in providing such delightful, colourful
baskets for the village.
11.Japanese Knotweed
Mavis Rogers and her knotweed followers are well and
truly on the case and keeping in regular contact with the
Environmental Agency guidelines.
Finally, thank you to all resident members of the
association for your continued support and we look
forward to meeting you all at the AGM at the end of May
2011.
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Y OUR D ISTRICT C OUNCILLOR AFTER 3 YEARS
While thumbing through my dusty, morocco-bound volumes of The Lee & Link’em News
I came across an article I had written, what seems like an age ago, entitled “My First Year as
a District Councillor”; and it struck me that readers might be interested in a follow-up,
perhaps entitled “Your District Councillor after Three Years”. So here goes.

“I

FOUND A
T OWN
C OUNCIL

[ITC]
WHICH WAS
CAPABLE ,
INTELLIGENT
AND
COMMITTED ”

Well, there’s plenty of water has flowed under the bridge since then. One of the great
issues that was worrying us then was the likelihood of Devon becoming a unitary authority,
with District and County councils combined. This would have resulted in major decisionmaking being a long way off, in Exeter, rather than a relatively short way away, in
Barnstaple. The Coalition put a stop to that, I’m glad to say, and now the very opposite is
going to happen with the soon to be agreed Localism Bill. “Localism” as promoted by the
Coalition is intended to make sure that decisions affecting people’s daily life take place as
close as possible to the community, usually in the parish. In our case the parish is the town
of Ilfracombe.
When I first became a Councillor I found a Town Council [ITC] which was capable,
intelligent and committed, but over many years had built up feelings of resentment at their
low level of influence over the operation of the community and at what they saw as neglect
of the town by higher authority. Long before the Coalition’s ideas of localism had emerged
I had been very keen on boosting the power of ITC. By helping the Town Council to draw
up its own strategic plan, and by facilitating the setting up of such initiatives as the Stalled
Sites planning committee, which eases planning logjams in sensitive parts of the town, ITC
has grown up and gained self-confidence, and can now look after its local residents much
better. So we’ve been doing “localism” more than a year before the rest of the country!
This may all sound very theoretical and highfalutin, but it’s important that local people
should control as far as possible their own destinies, and I’m doing everything I can to
promote this here.
Looking back at more immediate issues, I’ve always been very concerned at the poor press
that Slade Valley seems to receive, so I’m glad that we in the Council were able to support
the Vision community centre, both in refurbishing and in improving its marketing. We’ve
also been able to completely renovate the play area, and it’s a real pleasure going past there

The Old Schoolroom, Lee

CRAFT GALLERY AND
GIFT SHOP

Local crafts, paintings,
jewellery, greetings cards,
pottery, maps, books and
postcards, jam, honey
and ice creams!

Tel 01271 864067
www.noonoo-art.co.uk
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Y OUR D ISTRICT C OUNCILLOR AFTER 3 YEARS , CONTD .
into town to see how well it’s used. A youth club is also starting in the Vision centre, and a
youth shelter will soon be built to provide a harmless place for young people to hang out so I believe that Slade is on the up. Bicclescombe Park is another place on my patch which
takes up my attention. It’s very popular, but expensive to maintain, and the contractors
who look after it have to be constantly kept up to scratch. The good news is that it
continues to receive the Green Flag accolade as a well-run public park. And, as we all
know, our own Memorial Hall has been the object of the most amazing fund-raising effort
by Ian Stuart and his team, and the District was able to support this with funds and advice.
Not many people realise that Ilfracombe, and in particular my Ward, is home to two of the
biggest manufacturing organisations in North Devon. I keep in touch with Pall and Lambda,
and make sure that these two companies, which are so important to us, enjoy good
neighbourly relations.
We in Lee have also made progress with the two eyesores in our otherwise beautiful
village. Both the Old Maids Cottage and the Lee Bay Hotel have received planning
permission, in each case permission not just to be refurbished physically but to ensure that
they can work economically as well. We all know how controversial the hotel application
was, but I am personally unrepentant in this matter – our village deserves better than to be
shamed by rotting ruins. I spoke recently to the hotel architects, and after the slight setback
caused by the failure of their original construction company, Rok, they are very positive
about the future and anticipate starting refurbishment in late spring this year. In the
meantime the District is ensuring a satisfactory Management Plan and conditions of
building.

“ OUR

OWN

M EMORIAL H ALL
HAS BEEN THE
OBJECT OF THE
MOST AMAZING
FUND - RAISING
EFFORT ”

The potential for Ilfracombe as a whole looks good, and there is so much coming forward,
including the Harbour, servicing the Atlantic Array, major hotel developments,
improvements to the Sea Front, the planned 1,000 home strategic urban extension at
Killacleave - but that’s the future. Looking back I’ve had a fascinating three years. Even
after a long career as an international management consultant I’ve never had such a wide
range of issues to address or of relationships to foster – but I wouldn’t have missed a
minute of it.
Colin Wright

Need A Window Cleaner?
Contact Stephen Hutchison Window Cleaning
Using the latest water-fed pole technology
Totally eco-friendly (no detergents used) - Protects your privacy Keeps your window frames clean too! - Regular reliable service

For a free quote with no obligation call:

(01271) 865 596 - Mobile: 07964 727 164
Email: stephenhutchisonwindowcleaning@gmail.com
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For Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney
Barry Jenkinson
01271 867068
barry@westcountrywills.com
•
•
•
•
•
•
•

Protect your assets against long term care costs
Ensure your partner’s needs are protected after your death
Make your wishes known after your death
Ensure guardians and trustees are appointed to look after your children
Make arrangements should you ever become mentally incapable
Make sure a disabled child is cared for after you die.
Ensure your inheritance worries are taken care of

WWW.WESTCOUNTRYWILLS.COM
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L EE W.I. P RESIDENT ’ S R EPORT
What a great time we have had over the last six months. There have been outings to an
environmental farm with a pub lunch to start us off at the Fox and Goose at Parracombe.
You may have seen the pictures in the Journal of us pond dipping! There was a picture also
of our trip to try out the bowling alley at the Golden Coast. A fun evening was had by all
with supper cooked to order. On a lovely evening we walked through Braunton Burrows
with two guides and asked numerous questions. Then we dashed back to our cars as it got
dark, just in time for our fish and chip supper at South 16. We entertained residents from
care homes with piano playing and an impromptu choir, after they had been served tea,
cakes and scones. Although we did not win, we had good fun making the effort to walk,
cycle and swim to complete the miles needed for our joint entry into the W.I. Triathlon.
Our last open meeting was about Driving Safely. The talk had a mixed reception, but
some members bought items recommended to aid safe driving and others did follow up
courses at Exeter which were reported to be good.
Individual members have been further afield to join in W.I. activities, going on a guided
walk around Appledore, learning to play croquet and bowls, canoeing in south Devon and
getting fit to drop at a boot camp at the W.I. Denman College.
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LAST
OPEN MEETING
WAS ABOUT
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2010 was the 90th Anniversary of the Devon Federation of Women’s Institutes. The
weather on the day planned for our celebration did not look too good, but a hardy few of
us met for afternoon tea on Lee beach. In fact the weather took a turn for the better and
we enjoyed a relaxing hour sitting on the beach drinking tea, chatting and eating too many
iced cakes taken from the “90” shaped cake they had formed.
The Christmas Supper was delicious with large portions of venison and salmon, amongst
other things, provided by Julia Waghorn and light entertainment provided by the
committee. Members invited guests this year and hopefully this is something that will
happen again in 2011. The Annual Flower of the Month competition was won jointly by
Jean Jackson, Mary Lethbridge and Biggi Wright.
Plans for this coming year include a Shrove Tuesday pancake and soup lunch from 12 noon
in the hall. We look forward to seeing everyone in the village and laughing at the pancake
races again. Bring along a frypan and join in. Later on in April we will be entertaining local
children with a Royal Wedding themed Princess and Prince Teddy Tea.
Hestercombe Gardens near Taunton is the venue for our first coach outing for a few years
in May with stops at Porlock Weir and tea at Brompton Regis WI. If you would like to
join us there may be a spare seat so phone me to check.
As we care about our village and the local area we are planning our usual village clean up
before Easter and our beach clean in September. If you would like to help you will be very
welcome.
It was a wild and windy night for our first meeting of 2011 in January, but most of us
made it and we were taught the basics of Tai Chi. There were a few wobbles and a lot of
laughs. A new system that started at the end of last year means that members can look for
themselves at what is going on in the W.I and this means that there is now more time for
discussion and refreshments and less time spent talking about W.I business.
We have lost a few members this year and would be pleased to see some new faces to
help bring some new ideas into the Institute. Ladies, you are most welcome at our
meetings and events, so come along and see what we are doing.
Pat Seymour, President - 01271 863628
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Please note this map is only a guide
to general locations
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National Gardens Scheme

21
03 04
19

18
08

14

09

Gardens in Lee open to the public
A: The Gate House Garden - notice
on the gate when open or please call
862409, no charge, donations to NGS.
B: Cliffe Garden - overlooking the
bay. Open Mon - Fri, 9am - 5pm,
April thru Sept, admission is £3
donation to the NGS.
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Village Services
1.
Pub, Tea Rooms & Village Shop: The Grampus Inn - www.thegrampus-inn.co.uk - Bill Harvey__________ (01271) 862906
2.
Hotel: The Lee Bay Hotel ________________________________________________________________ CLOSED
3.
The Old Schoolroom Craft Gallery & Gift Shop - www.noonoo-art.co.uk - Louise Thompson___________ (01271) 864067
Bed
4.
5.
6.
7.
8.

& Breakfast
Rose Cottage - Carolyn Weekes & Eric Couling ___________________________________________ (01271) 863257
The Blue Mushroom (2/3) - mushroomblue@btinternet.com - Mavis & Michael Rogers ______________ (01271) 862947
Southcliffe Hall - www.southcliffehall.co.uk - Kate Seekings & Barry Jenkinson _____________________ (01271) 867068
Shaftsboro Farm - www.shaftsboro.co.uk - Margaret & Frederick Kift____________________________ (01271) 865029
High Banks, Lincombe - pat.seymour06@talktalk.net - Pat & Tony Seymour_______________________ (01271) 863628

Self
9.
10.
11.
12.
13.
14.
15.
16.
17.
18.
19.
20.
21.

Catering (max. per unit)
Lincombe House (2,6,5) - www.lincombehouse.co.uk - Richenda S Carter ________________________ (01271) 864834
Chapel Cottage on Beach Lane (9) - www.chapelcottagelee.co.uk - Mrs Ginny Potts _________________ (01271) 867212
Lower Campscott Farm (8,6,6,6,4,4,4,3) - www.lowercampscott.co.uk - Tony& Kathy Mortimer _______ (01271) 863479
The Blue Mushroom (2/3) - mushroomblue@btinternet.com - Mavis & Michael Rogers ______________ (01271) 862947
Wrinklewood (4) - www.wrinklewood.co.uk - Penny Measures & David Perry _____________________ (01271) 866535
Crowness Cottage (4) - www.crownesscottage.co.uk - Irene Duffield ____________________________ (01268) 742162
Brookdale Villa (11) - www.brookdale-lee.co.uk - Alan & Margaret Bannister _____________________ (01923) 266989
Shaftsboro Farm - www.shaftsboro.co.uk - Margaret & Frederick Kift____________________________ (01271) 865029
Damage Hue apartment (2+2) - www.damagehue.co.uk - Julien Busselle _________________________ (01271) 862876
Lee Chapel (5) & School House (4), combined (9) - www.visitleechapel.co.uk - Geoff Barker ____________ 07870 239 973
Rock End (4-6) - kateandgus@yahoo.co.uk - Kate Madden ___________________________________ (01271) 865591
Allender Farm (8,6,6,5,2+) - www.allenderfarm.co.uk - Jane & Jim Bridges_______________________ (01271) 866679
The Old Vicarage (15) - www.theoldvicaragelee.com - Amanda Robertson _________________________ 07973 963 887
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