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Monday 15 June from 8.00pm Agnostics Anonymous - The Grampus Inn. Free. 

Sunday 28 June all afternoon ‘Summer Sunday in the Meadow’: Hog roast, Bloater Town Country Dance 
Band and Folk Dancers – an occasion for everyone of all ages  
– Meadow and Memorial Hall 

Monday 27 July from 8.00pm Agnostics Anonymous - The Grampus Inn. Free. 

Thursday 30 July 2.00pm Flower Show – Memorial Hall 

Saturday 1 – Sunday 12 August  Arts and Crafts Exhibition – Memorial Hall 

Monday 17 August from 8.00pm Agnostics Anonymous - The Grampus Inn. Free. 

Monday 7 September from 8.00pm Agnostics Anonymous - The Grampus Inn. Free. 

Sunday 20 September 6.30pm Harvest Festival Service – St Matthew’s Church followed by Harvest Supper 

September/October Antiques Evening – rearranged from April.  
Watch out for date and details – Memorial Hall 

Monday 19 October from 8.00pm Agnostics Anonymous - The Grampus Inn. Free. 

Monday 23 November from 8.00pm Agnostics Anonymous - The Grampus Inn. Free. 

Friday 27 November 7.30pm Concert by the Exmoor Carollers – St Matthew’s Church 

Every Monday 10.00 am – 1.00pm ‘Mini-Monsters’ – Memorial Hall  
(Kate Madden 865591 or Kate Seekings 867068) 

(changed) Friday evenings from 9.00pm  Open mic nights at the The Grampus Inn 

Various times during summer  Cream teas in the Memorial Hall – look out for dates 

If you would like anything included in the diary for the next issue, please contact an editor. 

LEE AND LINCOMBE – FUTURE DATES FOR 2009 

AGNOSTICS ANONYMOUS - ALL WELCOME ! 

I’ve been intending for some years now to start a group where people could meet and talk freely about 
spiritual matters, without any pressure to belong or to believe. And for at least a year or two Bill Harvey, at 
the Grampus Inn, has said he’d be happy to host such a group. So here we go… 

The idea is to meet roughly once a month (see dates above), over a drink, and just see where things go. There 
is no agenda, other than a wish to explore issues of faith (or no faith), God (or 
no God), and see what we can learn from one another. To come along and join 
in, the only thing you need to know is that you don’t have all the answers; and 
the only skill required is to be able to listen to other people (especially when you 
disagree with them). 

Does that sound a bit intense? Well, the printed word here can’t anticipate the 
laughter I expect we’ll share…and I really have no idea what will happen - it’ll 
be a bit of an adventure. Come along! 

Giles King-Smith (Vicar) 

The dates and times are in the Village Diary above. 
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Residents and households received my last newsletter (Number 5) in April. Since then we have had a 
consultation day for the plans for the Hall development project, the Hall AGM and, of course, the Spring 
Fayre. I hope this report updates everyone on recent events and looks forward to some future ones. 

With the Hall Development Fund now standing at over £72,000, we have submitted the plans for planning 
approval and, in line with our previous aspirations, we are very hopeful that the work will start in November. 

Before then, once planning permission and building regulations 
have been obtained and the detailed specifications drawn up, 
quotations will be sought from local builders so that we can 
choose the contractor. These are exciting but demanding times. 
However, I continue to be very grateful for the support coming 
from so many people because there is still much work and fund 
raising to do. In this context, I am delighted to announce that 
Edna Thompson has agreed to become the Hall’s Treasurer. 
Those who attended the AGM will know that the lack of a 
volunteer was causing problems but Edna has valiantly stepped in. 
This report is also a good opportunity to mention forthcoming 
events, but, first, I must mention the Spring Fayre. 

The Fayre, on Bank Holiday Monday, was the best for many years. The organisation, under Tony Seymour’s 
expert leadership, was superb. The number of helpers beforehand, at the event and afterwards was 
tremendous. The Pirate theme was popular with many helpers colourfully dressed and many children entering 
the best dressed pirate or princess competition. Although heavy thundery showers were forecast, the weather 
was ideal – not hot or sunny enough to keep people on the beaches nor poor enough to keep people away. All 
these ingredients made for an excellent Fayre which was very well attended and made a profit of nearly 
£2,100. Many, many thanks to Tony and everyone who helped. 

Unfortunately, the Antiques Evening in April had to be postponed because of the illness of the main 
contributor. However, we shall be re-arranging the event in September or October. So the many disappointed 
people who were coming will have another opportunity to come and, hopefully, some who had not been able 
to come last time will be able to do so next time. 

The next event is ‘Summer Sunday in the Meadow’ with the Hog Roast, the Bloater Town Country Dance 
Band and Folk Dancers from Ilfracombe Junior School on Sunday afternoon, 28 June. Households in the village 
should already have received a publicity leaflet with full details of the event and further publicity is included as 
an insert (on coloured paper) in this edition of the News. Fine weather has been organised and it really 
promises to be an excellent event for everyone of all ages. Ticket prices are very reasonable – a family of 4 can 
come for £20 including food – and we do hope lots of people will come. Please get your tickets now. Please 
tell your friends about it and bring them along. 

The first fortnight in August sees the 10th Annual Arts and Crafts Exhibition. A note from Brenda Keeble about 
this important event appears elsewhere in this edition of the News. I am sure the event will be its usual success 
giving pleasure to many locals and visitors. I am most grateful to Brenda for all the work she does as the 
organiser. Unfortunately, as Brenda makes clear in her note, this will be her last Exhibition as organiser and 
we shall need someone else to take responsibility for this essential event in the year. Any volunteers? 

At various times over the summer, there will be cream teas in the Hall organised both by the Hall and the 
Church to raise funds and to provide extra facilities for visitors. So, much is happening over the next few 
months. I look forward to seeing many of you at various events. 

Ian Stuart - Chairman, Lee Memorial Hall Management Committee 

LEE MEMORIAL HALL REPORT 
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GREETINGS AND FAREWELLS 

We were sorry to lose Peter Warmington from the village when he left 
Park Cottage. Peter intends to spend part of his time in his new home in 
Braunton and the rest in his house in Cyprus. Always a modest person, 
Peter has had a very interesting and varied career including several years as 
a professional footballer for Birmingham City until injury forced his 
retirement from the game. 

Although sorry to lose Peter, we are very pleased to welcome Steve and 
Allyson Poore to Park Cottage and hope they will be very happy in the 
village. They have moved from Buckinghamshire and have already got 
involved with village life giving much help at the Spring Fayre. We hope that their sons and daughter, Joseph, 

Sophie and Alexander, will also enjoy spending time here. Joseph is studying at Cambridge 
University, Sophie is at Peninsula Medical School and Alexander hopes to go to King's 
College, London in the autumn. 

The Old Vicarage has also changed hands although it remains as a holiday home. The Buxton 
family have sold the house which has been bought by Amanda and Joshua Robertson. Joshua is 
a film director and friend of Liz and Jasper Vallance of Brookdale Villas. Joshua himself adds 
that they “feel very lucky to be joining this very special place and community and thanks to 
everyone for extending such a warm welcome to us”. 

 

Unfortunately, April saw the death of one Lee resident and another 
who had spent most of her life in the village. 

Stan Evans lived in the village for about 20 years, first on Home 
Lane and then at The Grange. Stan was originally from east London 
and steadily moved west until he got to Lee! His profession as an 
engineer saw him all over the world with a house in Wiltshire for 
many years. However, he and his wife, Olive, were very content in 
the village. Stan’s health in latter years was not good but he was 
able to enjoy a particularly happy occasion last October when he and Olive celebrated their 80th birthdays – 
they were born only a month or so apart – with family and friends. With a marquee on the lawn of The 
Grange, Stan was able to move around on his scooter meeting and talking to many people. Olive has devoted 
herself to looking after Stan and we send our very best wishes to her. 

Also sadly, we report the death of Jean Jones who died on 23 April, St George's Day, at the 
age of 82. Although she left the village a few years ago, Jean was a well known person in the 
village for much of her life. She was, of course, a member of the Hill family and Lionel's 
sister. She was born in the village at what is now the Fuchsia Tearooms and was then the 
Post Office where her father was postmaster. She went to the village school and, after her 

marriage to Michael, lived for a time at Seaview in Lincombe. After a period on the Isle of Wight, she came 
back to the village living at Damage Hue which she ran as a Bed and Breakfast establishment for many years. 
Later she and Michael moved to Highbanks in Lincombe before moving a few years ago back to the Isle of 
Wight to be near their son, Andrew. Jean will be much missed by her friends and family, and we send our 
condolences to all the family including Michael and her brother, Lionel. 

 

As always, we apologise if we have missed anyone and will be happy to make amends in the next issue if you 
will let the editor know.  
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May is a very busy month in Lee. With the bursting of the buds and birds singing in their 
territory the spring activities in the village start in earnest. Our fund raising on Bank holiday 
for the Flower Show was a great success! We had extra help from David Matthews’ friends 
as he was away. John and Lin were invaluable at the door and helping with the teas and 
coffees. At times like this, one notices especially how small our committee is and what 
fantastic work they achieve with the generous help of spouses and other friends of the 
Flower Show. 

Something new we have tried out this year is selling the Schedules and Chairman’s Choice 
at the plant stall, and a week later at the W.I. meeting. We have thus minimised our carbon 
foot print and also reduced the time-consuming deliveries from door to door. In case we 
have missed a household, Louise in the craft shop is kindly keeping some spare Schedules. I thank therefore every one who 
helped and gave up their time so generously. The proceeds from the door, cakes, plants and raffle were very rewarding:  
£339.80.  We are very pleased as this fund will finance the show in July. The other expense we take on is for our 6 
hanging baskets, and by the time you read this they will be in place for the summer display. 

I hope you have all had a look in the Schedule. With a little planning a lot of the exhibits will grow now and be just ready 
at the end of July. Best tip I can give: read the specifications carefully and stick to it. We have revised the age group of the 
children’s section and are introducing a new design, ‘Sea Shells’ done by Bryan Russell. Boys might prefer this instead of 
the ‘Fuchsia Faerie’. 

All for me to say now is, enter in the spirit. Seeing a plant grow is very therapeutic, showing it off is good for you and the 
plant nicely grown displays nature at its best. I am looking forward to seeing you on Thursday 30 July. 

Biggi Wright 

FLOWER SHOW COFFEE MORNING 4TH MAY 

 

  

HOME CLEANING 

SERVICE 

 Window Cleaning, Gutters, 
UPVC, Roof Cleaning, etc. 

 Well-established in your area 
since 1990 

 Tel: 814 965 
 or 07855 110 524  
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“THE 

PANCAKE 

AND COFFEE 

MORNING 

WAS A 

GREAT 

SUCCESS 

THIS YEAR” 

Feeling lonely, feeling blue? There's only one thing left to do. Yes, come to the Lee 
Memorial Hall on the 2nd Thursday of every month, 7.30pm (except August, when 
we frolic elsewhere). We have enjoyed another varied six months with good 
speakers, extra activities and special occasions outside the monthly meetings. The 
Pancake and Coffee Morning was a great success this year, starting with ladies, gents 
and children racing down the lane frantically tossing their pancakes in the great Lee 
tradition - local eggs for the winners, lemons for the booby prize. 

Exeter University was the venue for the Devon Spring Annual Meeting attended by 
four of our members, who all voted it a great day out. The highlight had to be the 
Guest Speaker, Lars Tharp from the Antiques Roadshow who is a natural raconteur 
and had the audience of 1100 ladies helpless with laughter - a real tonic. 

Other members attended the Lundy Spring Group Meeting  in Woolacombe and 
reported a great value night out with a hot meal and first class entertainment  from a 
magician throughout the evening, all for £4. Our monthly meeting in June is NOT in 
the Hall but at the Ceramics Cafe Woolacombe where we hope to successfully paint 
our own pot or plate.  

The rest of the year looks interesting and will include our President's Walk in 
October carried over from last year when it rained, so different President, different 
walk!  

If you can bear to look ahead to December, we are repeating our very popular Santa's 
Safari Supper on 5th December, details to be announced. 

Pat Seymour, our President, will be pleased to hear from you on 863628 or Margaret 
Hood, our Secretary, on 871077. 

Brenda Keeble - Press Officer 

LEE W.I. REPORT 

For Wills, Trusts, Powers of Attorney  
 

Barry Jenkinson   

01271 867068 

barry@westcountrywills.com 

• Protect your assets against long term care costs 

• Ensure your partner’s needs are protected after your death 

• Make your wishes known after your death 

• Ensure guardians and trustees are appointed to look after your children 

• Make arrangements should you ever become mentally incapable 

• Make sure a disabled child is cared for after you die. 

• Ensure your inheritance worries are taken care of 

WWW.WESTCOUNTRYWILLS.COM 
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Lee TV relay has provided the 4 main stations (BBC1, BBC2, ITV 
and Channel 4) to the village since 1995. The present analogue signal 
will be changed to the new digital signal when North Devon converts 
in July 2009 and digitaluk’s booklet on “The West Country digital 
TV switchover” distributed to all households sets out full details of 
what is involved.  In summary, the switchover will be in 2 stages. 
Stage 1 is on Wednesday 1st July when BBC2 analogue will be 
switched off and replaced by all the BBC digital channels. Stage 2 is 4 
weeks later on Wednesday 29th July when the remaining analogue 
channels will be switched off and replaced by the ITV, Channel 4 and 
Channel 5 digital channels. After this date there will be no analogue 
signal from Devon transmitters and if households have not taken any 
steps to switchover to digital, then they will have no TV at all. The 

Lee TV digital relay will only carry the public service terrestrial channels. If households want a full range of sta-
tions, then they should get them via satellite which should not be a problem if the property is at or near the top 
of a hill visible to the satellite.  

The digital switchover of the Lee TV relay will be carried out by Mr Stoneman who installed the present system 
and has been our TV engineer ever since and who, incidentally, has been helping with the recent switchover at 
the Stockland Hill main transmitter for the Exeter area which was completed successfully.  Lee TV relay is un-
able to transmit both analogue and digital signals simultaneously. Thus there is a decision to be made on the 
actual date of switchover which could be either at Stage 1, which means no ITV and Channel 4 for a month but 
all the BBC digital channels would be available, or at Stage 2, which means no BBC2 for a month. The situation 
is further complicated by the fact that we are dependent on receiving our signal from the Ilfracombe TV relay 
and this has to have completed its own changeover successfully and on time. The decision on the switchover 
date awaits further advice from Mr. Stoneman and digitaluk but is likely to be at Stage 2 on Thursday 30th July, 
which would mean BBC2 would not be available during July. There may well be a loss of TV during the 
changeover process but it is hoped to keep this to a minimum. Further details on the switchover will become 
available nearer the time once some of the present uncertainties have been resolved. 

Households should not need a new aerial to receive the Lee digital relay, unless the existing aerial is in a poor 
condition. However, households will need either a digital TV or an analogue TV with digital box attached to 
convert the signal and both of these will need re-tuning at the switchover dates. If you require further informa-
tion on what to do, please contact either the digitaluk Helpline or a local TV engineer. 

The cost of converting the TV relay to digital will be paid for out of the funds saved over the past 14 years from 
the annual subscription of £15. This may surprise many but the 
funds have been saved because of the generosity of Bill Davison 
and Les Knott, who run the system and who only charge their 
out-of-pocket expenses and give their time for free  –  this is 
considerable and involves working in all weathers. I should like 
to take this opportunity to place on record the village’s sincere 
thanks to both of them for their dedication in running the sys-
tem so efficiently and cost effectively. At the next annual re-
newal for membership of the Lee TV relay on 1st August, it is 
proposed to increase the annual subscription to £20  –  a bar-
gain at only 5.5p a day! 

Paul Thom - 5.6.09  

LEE TV RELAY TRANSMITTER - D IGITAL SWITCHOVER 



“THE 

BUILDING 

HAS THE 

DATE 1560 

OVER THE 

DOOR . ” 

“IN 1850 

THE POND 

WAS THE 

SCENE OF A 

TERRIBLE 

ACCIDENT” 
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I think most people have seen the beautiful photograph of the Old Mill published in The 
North Devon Journal on 29/01, again in the 19/02 edition and here on the cover of the 
Lee & Link’Em News. 

The photograph was taken by Laurence Wright, and entitled “The Mill, Lee, at High Tide. 

This photo got me thinking that it would be interesting to find out how water was brought 
to work the mill wheel. 

The building has the date 1560 over the door. I am sure it has been a mill for a great 
number of years, if not from its very beginning. 

But the earliest reference I can find to the wheel dates only from 1853, when Philip Goss, 
the naturalist, makes a reference to it in his book, “The North Coast of Devon,” thus: “I 
stood besides the waterwheel of the mill at the end of the lane and gazed over the 
widespread area of rocks.” 

On a map surveyed in 1885~7, the building is marked as a corn mill. 

The squire, C.B.M. Drake~Cutcliffe, probably had the wheel removed in 1893, when the 
Coates family, whose head had been the miller, left, and a new family called Petheron 
moved in. 

Another reference to the wheel, in the book, The Coast of Devon, by John Lloyd Page 
published in 1895, we read: “At the head of the bay, an old cottage, once a mill, but the 
wheel has been removed and the millstream falls to the beach uninterrupted”. 

During the late 1970s I discovered that the wheel had not been broken up on its removal, 
but in fact had been taken to the hamlet of Bradwell near West Down and used to drive 
machinery that chopped up vegetables, etc., to be fed to animals. 

It was used well into the Second World War, and as far as I know it could still be in use. 

The waterwheel was of the over shot type, this is where the water strikes the top veins 
first, and needs only a quarter of the volume of water to produce the same amount of 
power as an under shot wheel. 

The water used to drive the wheel was brought along a channel or leat through the garden, 
at the back of the building, and then alongside the bank at the back of The Lee Bay Hotel, 
(traces of the leat can still be seen here), until it reached the mill pond at the bottom of 
Catscull Hill. 

The pond seems to have been very long and thin, with its head and widest part at the 
seaward end. 

In 1850 the pond was the scene of a terrible accident, when the Rev.Samuel Beard, vicar of 
Upper Arley in Staffordshire, was thrown out of a coach and killed. 

Lord Somerset’s niece and Viscountess Valencia were also thrown out of the coach, but 
they survived with bruises. 

At the inquest, the driver of the coach, John Conibear said, “I proceeded on the road to 
Lee, and on arriving near the Millpond, the horse took fright.” 

This pond was fed by another leat, running through the then Lee Meadow (now the top car 
park of the hotel) ,until it met the stream that flows through the meadow at the back of 
Chapel Cottage. There, just where the stream takes an abrupt turn to the right and flows 
towards The Gwythers, was a waterfall of perhaps six foot, with two sluice gates on top. 
Where the leat from the millpond entered was another sluice gate. 

Normally, the gates on top of the waterfall were left open. 

THE OLD M ILL WHEEL AND LEAT  
BY R HOWARD  
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Only when the miller needed more water were they closed, thus sending water down towards the millpond. 

All these sluice gates and the waterfall have been destroyed, and the stream is now at least seven foot lower than it was 
then. This has happened since 1960. 

The whole course of the stream behind Chapel Cottage looks artificial to me. I believe it was dug solely with the intent of 
getting water to the mill. 

I think the original stream ran roughly down the line of the lane from the Gate House to the bridge near the Gwythers. As 
it still does in times of flood. 

If the summer had been very dry, or for any reason the stream did not contain enough water, the miller could increase the 
volume, simply by taking water from the stream that runs down the Borough valley. 

He did this by closing the overflow from the pond in Southcliffe garden, and letting the water run along a leat into Stalky 
Meadow, where it was transported across the top of the meadow below Southcliffe garden wall in another leat. (This was 
still visible until it was more or less filled in using soil from pits dug in the field to install the plastic septic tanks for The 
Grampus toilets.) 

The leat crossed the lane and entered the stream at just about a yard beyond the boundary wall of the Gate House. 

 

 

 

 

While writing about the millwheel and leat, I had a sudden thought of why the wheel was removed. 

I have always thought it strange for the wheel to be removed from a perfectly ordinary working mill. 

Then the thought struck. Suppose the squire wanted to sell his manor. Perhaps he was approached by Mr Gaydon, (the 
eventual buyer), who said something along the lines of, “I would like to buy the manor, but I am worried about that 
millpond at the back. It could flood the place, and if I open bars it’s hardly the best place to have a pond, before long a 
customer would be drowned. Also, any coaches wanting to use the top entrance to the hotel would have to cross a leat.” 

I believe the squire thought, “If I remove the wheel, every thing else falls into place. No wheel, no need for a pond, no 
need for a leat. Fill the pond and leat in, and build my new manor.” 

As it happened, the plans to turn the manor into a hotel were passed in November 1894. The foundation stone for the 
new manor house was laid in 1896. In February 1896 Mr Gaydon took over the new Manor Hotel. And the new Manor 
House was ready for the squire to move in by 1898. 

THE OLD M ILL WHEEL AND LEAT CONTD . 

Need A Window Cleaner?Need A Window Cleaner?Need A Window Cleaner?Need A Window Cleaner?    

Contact Stephen Hutchison Window Cleaning 

Using the latest water-fed pole technology 

Totally eco-friendly (no detergents used) - Protects your privacy - 
Keeps your window frames clean too! - Regular reliable service 

 For a free quote with no obligation call:  

(01271) 865 596 - Mobile: 07964 727 164 

Email: stephenhutchisonwindowcleaning@gmail.com 
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The beef is professionally slaughtered/The beef is professionally slaughtered/The beef is professionally slaughtered/The beef is professionally slaughtered/

butchered and vacuum packed to ensure butchered and vacuum packed to ensure butchered and vacuum packed to ensure butchered and vacuum packed to ensure     

it reaches you in perfect condition.it reaches you in perfect condition.it reaches you in perfect condition.it reaches you in perfect condition.    

    

A 30lb box of mixed joints,  

steaks and mince = £120 

Home-reared DEXTER BEEF    

Lower Campscott Farm  Lower Campscott Farm  Lower Campscott Farm  Lower Campscott Farm  ----        tel: 01271 863479 

LEE, ILFRACOMBE, DEVON EX34 8LSLEE, ILFRACOMBE, DEVON EX34 8LSLEE, ILFRACOMBE, DEVON EX34 8LSLEE, ILFRACOMBE, DEVON EX34 8LS 

This Easter we raised £388.60 for the village hall funds, 
unfortunately it wasn't as well attended as the Christmas one, 
due I think to the football being on at the same time, but great 
fun as usual with the Easter Bunny!  

Many thanks to everyone who came and for all the prizes 
donated by the village residents, holiday home owners as 
well, and particularly to my helpers Carolyn Weekes and 
Adrienne Howard, who I couldn't do it without. See you all at 
Christmas! 

Ginny Potts 

EASTER B INGO REPORT 
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SPRING FAYRE GALLERY ,  ME HEARTIES ! 

Local residents/pirates Ian Stuart and Tony Seymour ‘greet’ visitors, followed by a menacing Bob Gilliat! 



AUTUMN 2007 

“THE EASTER 

EGGS AT THE 

END OF THE 

SERVICE WERE 

VERY TASTY !” 
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It was lovely to see several families at the well attended Mothering Sunday 
service. The Ladies’ Choir sang beautifully and we had a very pleasant social 
gathering in the Memorial Hall afterwards. The usual extra services took place 
during Lent and on Good Friday, and the church was almost full for the 
memorable Easter Sunday service. The flowers were excellent, the choir and 
congregation were in good voice and the Easter eggs at the end of the service 
were very tasty! 

The Easter Monday coffee morning was very popular with locals and visitors 
and we are all very pleased that Louise was busy at her craft shop in the Old 
Schoolroom. We hope this good start augers well for the rest of the season 
with many visitors coming both to the shop and the church. 

As most people know, the congregations of St Matthew’s, Lee, St Mary’s, 
Mortehoe, and St Sabinus, Woolacombe work very closely together, and, of 
course, we share the same Vicar. Joint social events between the parishes are a 
regular feature of the calendar and the last one took place on 16 May in Lee 
Memorial Hall. It was a great success with all over 50 attending. As well as an 
excellent supper, we enjoyed a musical quiz and a Beetle Drive! 

As reported elsewhere in the News, the Spring Fayre was the best for many 
years. Most members of the regular congregation were involved in helping. 
Having foregone last year the usual share of one third of the profits to enable 
the fund raising campaign of the Hall to get off to a good start, the part share 
of this year’s proceeds is particularly welcome. During the summer, the 
Church will take turns with the Hall in organising cream teas to raise funds 
and provide a service for visitors. Similarly, during the Arts and Crafts 
Exhibition, extra flowers will be in the Church for visitors to enjoy. 

Last year, for the first time, we held a series of Summer evening services on 
Mondays during the main holiday period. The idea was to provide 
opportunities for visitors and local people, perhaps those unable to attend the 
normal Sunday service, to enjoy a short and pleasant service in the early 
evening. The services met with mixed success but we want to continue the 
idea for at least one more year. Full details are still being planned and will be 
published nearer the time, but the services will take place at 6.00 pm on 
Tuesday evenings from 21 July to 25 August. Do come along. 

Although September seems far away now, there will not be another edition of 
the News before Harvest Festival. This excellent occasion will be on Sunday 
20 September this year. The service, designed to appeal to and involve the 
whole village community, will be at 6.30 pm, followed by the Harvest Supper 
in the Memorial Hall. Everyone is most welcome, so please put the date in 
your diaries! 

Ian Stuart, Churchwarden and Vice-Chairman St Matthew’s PCC 

NEWS FROM ST .  MATTHEW ’S CHURCH 

“THE CHURCH 

WILL TAKE 

TURNS WITH 

THE HALL IN 

ORGANISING 

CREAM TEAS” 
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Norman’s Norman’s Norman’s Norman’s 

Fruit & VegFruit & VegFruit & VegFruit & Veg 

40 High St., Ilfracombe 

We always have a wide choice of both fruit & We always have a wide choice of both fruit & We always have a wide choice of both fruit & We always have a wide choice of both fruit & 
vegetables & we sell local produce whenever possible.vegetables & we sell local produce whenever possible.vegetables & we sell local produce whenever possible.vegetables & we sell local produce whenever possible.    

  

PRESENTATION FRUIT BASKETS  
made to order from £6 upwards. 

 FLORAL BOUQUETS  
for weddings & celebrations 

FLORAL ARRANGEMENTS 
for dinner parties or any situation 

WREATHS 

PHONE US TO DISCUSS YOUR REQUIREMENTS  

OR PLACE AN ORDER 

(01271) 863105(01271) 863105(01271) 863105(01271) 863105 

 

As home owners in Lee, we can offer a hands-on service to local people and those of 

you with second homes in the area. We are fit, active and able, we have skills, tools and 

common sense, and if we can’t do the job you want, chances are we know someone 

skilled and local who can. 

What can we do? Ground clearance, gardening, rubbish removal, chain sawing, main-

tenance jobs, local collection and delivery of bulky items, pet care, house airing, clean-

ing, changeovers, shopping, checking that you turned the gas off when you call at 

10.00pm from the M5 …... whatever! 

We aim to provide an extensive and flexible service and suggest that you give us a call 

with your needs and we’ll give you an honest appraisal of the situation and what we can 

offer. As villagers you can be confident of our local knowledge, reputation and honesty. 

Our desire is to run a local, sustainable business which fits in with our lifestyles and ulti-

mately benefits yours. 

Give us a call:   Angus :  01271 865591 Mobile 07984209764 

   Nicki   :  01271 855663 Mobile 07773703549 

   Email: leehomegarden@yahoo.co.uk  

Need help from reliable, 

intelligent local people? 

Contact us! 



“IN PARTS OF 

LEE WE ARE 

NOW 

ENJOYING A 

WEEKLY 

COLLECTION 

OF FOOD 

WASTE” 

“ROME WASN ’T 

BUILT IN A 

DAY ,  AND THE 

REGENERATION 

OF 

ILFRACOMBE 

WILL ALSO 

TAKE TIME” 

SUMMER 2009 

The routine business of the District Council – waste collection and recycling, the 
distribution of benefits, planning and development control and so on – is being 
carried out as usual, always with an eye on better service and increasing value for 
money. In parts of Lee we are now enjoying a weekly collection of food waste, and 
this will be a great improvement, particularly in the hotter months of the year.  
The scheme will be extended throughout the District in the course of 2009. 

I myself have now been appointed Lead Member for Planning and Control, and I 
am keen to see that the service will not only maintain and improve its efficiency 
and customer-friendliness but will also vigorously support the wider objectives of 
the Council, such as providing affordable housing and economic regeneration. 

In line with this I have asked our Planning Service to set out what they are likely to 
find acceptable in the refurbishment of the Lee Bay Hotel, and the owners are very 
appreciative of having a clearer idea of what they can do. 

Hanging over us still is the question of the abolition of District Councils, whereby 
they would be merged into one single Devon Unitary Council based in Exeter.  
The decision keeps being put off, bringing it ever closer to the latest date for a 
General Election – not a propitious time to undertake major and unpopular 
measures.   The long grass beckons. 

Lee and Lincombe are of course administratively and also historically a part of 
Ilfracombe, and I don’t have to tell you that Ilfracombe – your town - is sorely in 
need of regeneration.  There are many major projects in the pipeline: 

• The Swansea ferry 

• Improving and developing the harbour 

• Enhancing the sea front 

• Developing the demolished arcade site in Wilder Road 

• Developing the bus station site 

• Rebuilding Ilfracombe College 

• Providing a new football field at Killacleave 

• Refurbishing and improving the Slade play area 

 

The North Devon Council, together with the Town Council, the County and the 
South West Regional Development Agency, is working hard on each one of these. 
Most of them depend very largely on public funding, although there are signs that 
the private sector is waking up to the potential that Ilfracombe offers. But, as you 
are all aware, the public sector is in deep financial trouble – so we have to fight 
even harder to ensure that we get our fair share of a diminishing pot. 

Rome wasn’t built in a day, and the regeneration of Ilfracombe will also take time. 
But you can be sure that we’re all working on it, and we’ll get there. 

Colin Wright - District Councillor, Ilfracombe West Ward 

COUNCILLOR ’S REPORT  
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Our thrice-yearly newsletter is free to residents, and available to non-residents at 50p from The Grampus Inn 
or The Old Schoolroom Craft Gallery & Gift Shop. 

We offer postal annual subscription (3 issues) to non-residents, delivered to your door for £3.00 per year. If 
you would like to subscribe, please contact the editors with your details and any remittance. 

And now, thanks to sponsors, the Lee & Link’em News is also freely available online to read and/or 
download. Please visit www.leebay.co.uk and follow the links. 

SUBSCRIBE TO THE LEE & L INK ’EM NEWS OR VIEW ONLINE 

 

 

 

 

 

We offer small classes for children from the age of 7 upwards on a Saturday.  

We like to give the children a hands-on experience of clay allowing them to be as creative as possible with 

adult guidance and support. We provide technical tuition to ensure successful outcomes. 

Saturday Mornings from 10am to 12.30 or a shorter session for younger children from 2pm to 4pm 

We also offer individual taster workshops during school holidays for locals and children on vacation. 

Adult classes/taster sessions available by prior arrangement. 

For more details, please ring Penny or David on 866535 

Wrinklewood, Lee Bay, North Devon 

Wrinklewood Pottery 

LEE & L INK ’EM NEWS TEAM 
 
Editorial team Gina-Luisa Hilborne  Tel: 864876 gina@loveleebay.co.uk 
   Heather Booker   Tel: 862409 
   Ian & Cynthia Stuart  Tel: 863396 

Production  Ian & Cynthia Stuart  Advertising Manager         Heather Booker 

Delivery teams Bryan & Helen Lye; Alun Dobson & Becca Wyles 



“FATHER ’S 

HORSES 

SPENT MORE 

AND MORE 

TIME ON THE 

LAND” 

“THE GREAT 

BEAST CREPT 

SLOWLY 

FORWARD” 

SUMMER 2009 

My Grandfather was farmer George Ernest Armstrong who lived at the Old Farm, 
Lee, (now The Grampus Inn), until his death in 1964. 

Below is an extract, by kind permission of Joyce Armstrong the copyright holder, 
from the book: 

“Backalong – The story of Lee Bay and Chapel Cottage” 

by his son, Christopher Armstrong O.B.E. 

********************** 

Father liked to tell how he got the second horse for his wagonette. He 
heard of a London cab horse wanting a country home, a creature, one 
would think with little enthusiasm.  Undeterred, he had it come by 
train, but only as far as Taunton. Thither he went by train himself and 
rode it all the way home in easy stages.  In time, when carriages gave 
place to cars, father’s horses spent more and more time on the land, 
ploughing, harrowing and carting hay.  Gradually he developed a more 
casual attitude towards them.  At last he was reduced to one animal and 
that eventually went into retirement.  “Where’s old Polly?” we’d ask. 
“Oh, up in one of the cliff fields, I think.”  He’d reply vaguely, “I must 
get over there and see how she’s getting on, one day soon……”  At last, 
he gave her to a farmer some way off to put to grass. Whenever we 
were going that way he’d remark, “My old horse is in one of these fields 
along there, if you keep a lookout, I expect you’ll see it……” 

In course of time, father’s wagonette and victoria died a slow death as a 
roosting place for our hens.  Meantime, the Taylors had changed to a 
motor charabanc which served them well and was proudly labelled ‘The 
Fuchsia Queen.’  Father too, not to be outdone, acquired a Buick to 
keep his customers.  I well remember how the carriage shed had been 
cleared for its arrival.  Mother had stationed herself strategically inside 
at the far end.  With great deliberation and much shuffling about in his 
seat, father, as he would have said, ‘threw out the clutch’ and at last got 
into gear. The great beast crept slowly forward as he inched it between 
the door posts.  Mother, guiding him in, gazed in growing alarm as he 
anxiously gripped the wheel.  Suddenly, he strained back, pulling on it 
with all his strength, “Whoa!” he cried in the long accustomed tone, 
“Whoa there…….!”  Mother, by now cowering against the wall, waved 
her arms, “Put the brake on, man,” she hollered, “it’s not the horses any 
more!”  He did, and fortunately just in time.  

*    *    *    * 

(Note: The ‘carriage shed’ is now the entrance to the Grampus Inn car park and the 
‘Taylors’ lived opposite.) 

MY GRANDFATHER ’S F IRST CAR 
BY ROBERT ARMSTRONG DANIEL 



SUMMER 2009 

A new food waste recycling service is being rolled out across North Devon 
from this summer, which will not only benefit households, but the environ-
ment too. 
 
Every home will be given a small kitchen caddy to collect ALL cooked or uncooked food waste – this 
includes bones, egg shells, tea bags and fruit and vegetable peelings. This waste will then be processed 
through an ‘In-vessel Composter’, which will help cut the amount of waste going to landfill. 
 

How will it work? 

• Line your kitchen caddy with either a sheet of newspaper, a small amount of 
kitchen roll or a corn starch bag – do not use plastic bags  

• Empty all food waste into your kitchen caddy 

• When it is full, wrap the contents in the lining and put it into your green 
wheelie bin. 

 

Households that don’t have a green wheelie bin will not miss out, as you will be given an additional 
kerbside caddy to place your kitchen waste in. This will be emptied weekly along with your recycla-
bles. You will also benefit from the service first, with your food waste collection starting earlier in 
May. 

For everyone else, food waste will be collected fortnightly from your green wheelie bin later in the 
summer. If you want to get rid of it weekly, you can also put it into your black wheelie bin on the al-
ternate weeks. However it is important to note this waste will not be recycled. 

Important! 

When the new food waste collection starts, cardboard MUST NOT be put in your green wheelie 
bin. This is because it affects the new composting process. Instead, you will be given a reusable 
brown bag for your cardboard, which will be emptied along with your other green recycling 

box and bag. 

What happens next? 

We will supply you with your new caddies and brown bags shortly, along with information about the 
service. For more information, please get in contact with North Devon Council 

 

Telephone: 01271 374776 

Website: www.northdevon.gov.uk/greensweep. 

Email: greensweepdirect@northdevon.gov.uk 

YOUR NEW FOOD WASTE RECYCLING SERVICE - COMING SOON !  



 

 

Watercolour workshop Watercolour workshop Watercolour workshop Watercolour workshop     
2nd Wednesday each month 2nd Wednesday each month 2nd Wednesday each month 2nd Wednesday each month ---- tutor Brenda Keeble tutor Brenda Keeble tutor Brenda Keeble tutor Brenda Keeble    
10am - 4pm, £10 per person, please bring your own lunch    

    

PatchworkPatchworkPatchworkPatchwork    
3rd Wednesday each month 3rd Wednesday each month 3rd Wednesday each month 3rd Wednesday each month ---- tutor Margaret Hill tutor Margaret Hill tutor Margaret Hill tutor Margaret Hill    

10am - 4pm, £10 per person, please bring your own lunch 
 

NEW! Monday evening Patchwork course :7NEW! Monday evening Patchwork course :7NEW! Monday evening Patchwork course :7NEW! Monday evening Patchwork course :7----9pm 9pm 9pm 9pm ---- £6.60 £6.60 £6.60 £6.60    

Aerobics every Monday 9.30 Aerobics every Monday 9.30 Aerobics every Monday 9.30 Aerobics every Monday 9.30 ---- 10.30 am  10.30 am  10.30 am  10.30 am ---- £4 per session £4 per session £4 per session £4 per session 

Craft & Hobby Courses    
Lower Campscott Farm  Lower Campscott Farm  Lower Campscott Farm  Lower Campscott Farm  ----        tel: 01271 863479 

Come and treat 

yourself, have fun 

and learn  

a new skill!  

AUTUMN 2007 SUMMER 2009 

 

 

 

 

 

Local crafts, Hand 

painted Glassware, 

Pottery, Jewellery, 

Greetings cards,  

and more!  
 

Open most days 11am - 5pm  

www.noonoo-art.co.uk 

sales@noonoo-art.co.uk 

Tel: 01271 864067 

The Old Schoolroom, Lee 

CRAFT GALLERY AND 

GIFT SHOP 

This beautiful old building has been traditionally used as a craft shop (since 1971) and reopened on  
14 February 2009.  

It was first opened as a school in 1860 and continued to teach local children until 1939. Above the door hangs a 
ship’s bell from the wreck the Europa Lancaster.  

The building stands in the heart of the village next to St Matthews’s church, car parking is available opposite. Please 
came and visit us in this picturesque setting. The Craft gallery is stocked with local paintings and crafts, including 
hand painted glass, jewellery, greetings cards and more! Gifts, books and maps are also on sale.  

Louise Thompson 

THE OLD SCHOOLROOM 



This will be the 10th, and, for me, the final exhibition in Lee in 2009. The 
Hall Committee hopes  that someone will take over the reins for 2010 to 
ensure that this popular and well established exhibition continues to flourish. 
I shall always be involved, hoping to exhibit myself, but we need a person 
who feels as committed to this event as I have done to organise the 
exhibitors, plan the rota and generally hold things together. 

The exhibition starts on Saturday, 1st August, closing on Sunday 16th August 
2009. 11am - 6pm daily. 

The first letters went out to all past exhibitors in March. Many have replied 
positively and we have about thirty artists and craftspeople at present.  

But, if anyone else is interested, please get in touch with me on 863367, 
when I shall be only too pleased to discuss it further. 

The new organiser will be given a guide to the order of events throughout the year, plus a detailed list of all 
contacts, etc. 

Brenda Keeble - Exhibition Organiser 

ART & CRAFTS EXHIBITION 

SUMMER 2009 



Village Services 
1. Pub, Tea Rooms & Village Shop: The Grampus Inn - www.thegrampus-inn.co.uk - Bill Harvey__________ (01271) 862906  

2. Hotel: The Lee Bay Hotel ________________________________________________________________ CLOSED 

3. The Old Schoolroom Craft Gallery & Gift Shop - www.noonoo-art.co.uk - Louise Thompson___________ (01271) 864067   

Bed & Breakfast 

4. The Orchard - www.theorchardlee.co.uk - Mrs Ginny Potts __________________________________ (01271) 867212 

5. Rose Cottage - Carolyn Weekes & Eric Couling ___________________________________________ (01271) 863257 

6. Lower Campscott Farm - www.lowercampscott.co.uk - Mr & Mrs Cowell ________________________ (01271) 863479 

7. Southcliffe Hall - www.southcliffehall.co.uk - Kate Seekings & Barry Jenkinson _____________________ (01271) 867068 

8. Shaftsboro Farm - www.shaftsboro.co.uk - Margaret & Frederick Kift____________________________ (01271) 865029 

9. High Banks, Lincombe - Pat & Tony Seymour _____________________________________________ (01271) 863628 

Self Catering (max. per unit) 

10. Lincombe House (2,6,5) - www.lincombehouse.co.uk - Richenda S Carter ________________________ (01271) 864834 

11. Chapel Cottage on Beach Lane (9) - Mrs Ginny Potts ________________________________________ (01271) 867212 

12. Lower Campscott Farm (8,6,6,4,4,4) - www.lowercampscott.co.uk - Mr & Mrs Cowell ______________ (01271) 863479 

13. The Blue Mushroom (2,3) - Mavis & Michael Rogers ________________________________________ (01271) 862947 

14. Wrinklewood (4) - Penny Measures & David Perry _________________________________________ (01271) 866535 

15. Crowness Cottage (4) - crowness.cottage@tesco.net - Irene Duffield ____________________________ (01268) 742162 

16. Brookdale Villa (11) - www.brookdale-lee.co.uk - Alan & Margaret Bannister _____________________ (01923) 266989 

17. Shaftsboro Farm - www.shaftsboro.co.uk - Margaret & Frederick Kift____________________________ (01271) 865029 

18. The East Wing, The Grange (5+2) - www.loveleebay.co.uk - Gina-Luisa Hilborne __________________ (01271) 864876 

19. Lee Chapel (5) & School House (4), combined (9) - www.visitleechapel.co.uk - Geoff Barker ____________ 07870 239 973 

20. Charlton Cleave (8) - leehomegarden@yahoo.co.uk - Kate Madden _____________________________ (01271) 865591 

21. Rock End (4-6) - leehomegarden@yahoo.co.uk - Kate Madden ________________________________ (01271) 865591 

22. Allender Farm (8,6,6,5,2+) - www.allenderfarm.co.uk - Jane & Jim Bridges_______________________ (01271) 866679 

23. The Old Vicarage (15) - www.theoldvicaragelee.com - Amanda Robertson _________________________ 07973 963 887 

Lee & Lincombe 

ACCOMMODATION 

& SERVICES Guide 

01 

The opinions expressed by authors of the articles in the Lee & Link’em News are not specifically endorsed by the editorial team which cannot be held responsible for them. 

AUTUMN 2009 ISSUE DEADLINE - 01 OCTOBER 2009  

Article formats: typed in any PC text program and emailed to gina@loveleebay.co.uk. Please avoid using floppy disks or handwriting. 

IMPORTANT: ALL ADVERTISING MUST NOW BE PAID FOR BEFORE THE COPY DEADLINE. 

03 

04 

05 

06 

07 

17 

11 

13 

14 

15 

16 

National Gardens Scheme 
Gardens in Lee open to the public 

A: The Gate House Garden - notice 
on the gate when open or please call 
862409, no charge, donations to NGS. 

B: Cliffe Garden - overlooking the 
bay. Open Mon - Fri, 9am - 5pm,  
April thru Sept, admission is £3  
donation to the NGS. 

A 

B 

Please note this map is only a guide  
to general locations 
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